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INTRODUCTION 

The pri.vately - prbduced 1977 report was well received and most 
observers have responded to the request for early submission of records. 
Those for 1979 should be sent as soon as possible after the end of the 
year, prefera bly not later than 31 s t January 1980 to ensure inclusion in 
the report for 1979. 

A few of the 1978 rarities are still being assessed by BrHish Birds 
Rarities Committee, but have been included in this list. Other scarce 
migrants have been assessed by myself, S. Lorand and R. Lambert. 
The following additions and corrections should be made to the 1977 
report: 

(>:< indicates a new county record) 

1977 rarities accepted by British Birds 

Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus). Barton-on-Humber, 23rd June. 
Little Egr ~.!_ (Egretta garzetta). Skidbrooke, 29th May. 
Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) . Saltfleetby, 17th April. 
Tattershall, 19th to 22nd May. 
Red-footed Falcon (Falco vespertinus). Donna Nook, 12th June; 
2nd August. 
Coll ared Pratincole (Glareola fratincola). Trent Falls, 11 th Jtme. 
Long-tailed Skua (Steraoriariius longiaaudus). Saltfleetby, 21 st August. 
White- winged Black Tern (Chlidonias leucopterus). Trent Falls, 25th to 
2t>th August. Covenham Reservoir, 30th August to 11th September. 

*Scops Owl (Otus saops). Saltfleetby, dead, 7th April. 
*Red-r umped Swa llow (Hirundo da,uriiaa) . Gibraltar Point, 29th. October. 
Richard's Pipit (An thus novaeseelandiae). Grainthorpe, up to three, 22nd 

. September to 16th October. Donna Nook, 4th October; up to four, 22nd 
October to 6th November. 

*Red-th roated P i pit (Anthus aervinus). Grainthorpe, 21 st to 22nd September. 
*Thrush Nightingale (Lusainia lusainia). North Somercoates, trapped, 22nd 
May. Theddlethorpe, trapped, 3rd to 10th September. 

*S :i.berian Rubythroat (Lusainia aaUiope), Donna Nook, 14th October. 
Greenish Warbler (PhyUosovpus troahiloides) . Saltfleetby, 21 st to 22nd 
August. Seacroft, trapped, 23rd to 24th August. 
Woodchat Shrike (Lanius senator). Saltfleetby, 21 st to 22nd August. 

*Yellow-breasted Bunting (Emberiza aureola). Gibraltar Point, 15th May. 

1977 rarities rejected by British Birds 

Long- tailed Skua (Steraomrius longioaudus), Witham Mouth, 18th September. 
Savi ' s Warbler(LoausteUa lusainri:-odes). Saltfleetby, 25th September. 

Additional 1977 records 

Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo lagopus). One ringed as a nestling on 6th July 
1973 at Orarna, Sweden, 65. 43N, 22. 14E, was found dead at Ulceby, near 
Alford, in September. 
Osprey (Pandion hal,iagtus). One ringed as a nestling on 15th July 1975 at 
Ljustorp, Sweden, 6 2. 4 7N, 1 7. l 2E, was trapped at Belleau, near Alford, 
on 17th May. 
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*Citrine Wagt ail :Mc t acil.Za eity,.eol,a) . Gibra ltar Po int , 22nd May (PL) . 
Accepted by B rjtjs h . B \::d s u 

*Cetti • s War bler 'CG t tia aetti ) ., Bar row Havenv 6th March ( GRMP). 

Additional 1976 rariti es accept ed by British Birds 

Whit e Stork (Ciaonio .. oiaonia ) ,, Gibraltar Point) 1 s t June (PAH). 
Little Bittern (Ixobr,ychus mi nutus ) . · Birchwoodv Lincoln, a juvenile 26th 
August, found dead o n 27 th (RA 9 TK). 

K .. A tkin v 5 Hazel Gr ove , Lout:h j L ine s. LNll 8RU. 

Red-throated Dive r (Gavia stel,fota) 

A total of 2 1 flew no rth at Saltfleet by on 1st January and singles were 
seen there and at Donna Nook on 2nd; also in January one was at the 
Witham Mouth on 1st and 28th. There were oiled birds in the Humb er in 
late February, with one at Barrow Haven on 23rd and another at East 
Halton on 25th. On e a t Covenham Reservoir from 24th was found dead 
early in March.. Gibralt ar Point had five on 4th and one on 24th March, and 
the last of the spr.ing was a t Freiston Shore on 10th May. 

In autumn there we r e s ingles at Donna Nook on 2nd July , 25th August, 
7th October and 26th November , with three on 22nd Dec e m ber . One was 
seen at Saltfleetby o n 21 st August and 17th September and in October on 
1st, with two on 22nd. Four were present at Theddlethorpe on 17th 
December . Singles we r e seen at Huttoft: on 2nd July, 31 st August and 21 st 
September , and at Gi b r altar Point on 2nd and 26th November an:d 30th 
December . In Sep t ember one was at Barrow Haven on 5th and one was 
seen inland on 24th near Langri ck on the Witham . 

Black-throat ed Diver (Gavia araiioa) 

Three flew north a t Saltflee t by on 1s t January and one was found dead 
at Tetney on 1 2th Mar ch. ln autumn there were s ingles at Saltflee tby on 
30th September and 8th and 22nd October " Other .s were seen in November 
at Huttoh on 12 th and Donna Nook on 28th, and at Theddlethorpe on 17th 
December " 

Great Northe r n Diver (Gavia illimeP) 

One flew up the Humb e r at Barrow Haven on 12th January and the only 
other record was one n o r th a t Donna Nook on 2nd September" 

Little Grebe (Ta.ahybaptus Y'Ufieo Z.Us ) 

The larges t winte r group was 15 a t. Barrow Haven in mid-February, 
Gibraltar Point had one occasionally in January and Feb ruary; after an 
influx in March9 up to ten were seen and several pa i rs remaine d to breed. 
Other passage b irds included one or two at Donna Nook from March to May 
and three at Covenham Reservo i r on 27th February .. 

Autumn concentrations :included 11 at Burton Pits on 15th August and 
16 at Immingham on 29th October. Passage birds were again present at 
Donna Nook, with up to four from late August to November, a nd up to five 
were occasionally seen at Covenham Reservoir from September to 
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December. Numbers at Gibraltar Point gradually increased to 22 at 
the end of October and early November, though only four remained in 
Deceinher. Up to nine were present at Skegness in December. 

Great Crested Grebe (Podiaeps cristatus) 
In· the Wash there were up to five at the Witham Mouth from January 

to April, with one or two at Benington and Dawsmere during this period. 
{jovenham ~eservoir had eight on 24th February. 

Among the usual breeding records, of 13 pairs with territory in 
April on the South Humberside pits, six pairs reared 14 young, and three 
p!:lirs nested at Burton Pits . Less regular sites with single pairs 
inc~uded Burton Stather and Chapel Pit. 

· · Autumn con:centrations included 14 at Toft Newton Reservoir on 3lst 
_July and· 15 at Immingham on 19th August. Pas sage birds were seen at 
Trent Falls on 25th July, with up to six at Bardney in late July and early 

· Aiigust. On the coast, Donna Nook had up to three from late August to 
ea'tly ·October. Up to five were present at Saltfleetby in the second half 
of S~ptember and one was seen at Trusthorpe on 11 th. Singles were 
oCcasi,cfoaily seen at Tetney and Huttoft in July and August and Gibraltar 
:po-irifha'<{ one or two from August to October. In the Wash there were 15 at Berii~gton on 2nd September and up to ten at the Witham Mouth from 
August to December. 

Redrnecked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena) 
The only records were at Covenham Reservoir, with one present 

throughout January and February and another on 3rd and 4th December. 
Slavonian Grebe (Podiaeps auritus) 

Sih.'gl'e birds were present at Covenham Reservoir on 15th April and 
28th December and at Kirkby - on-Bain Pits on 2nd May. 

Black-necked Grebe (Podiaeps nigricoZZis) 
lri. Februi;l.ry one was seen at Covenham Reservoir on 5th and another 

at the Witham Mouth on 26th. In autumn there were two at Covenham 
Reservoir on 22nd August, with singles on 14th and 15th October and 
18th November. One was seen at Huttoft Pit on 9th September and 
another was present at Wisbech sewage farm from 17th to 24th September. 
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Fulmar · (FuZmar,us g'laciaUs ) 
(/· ' 
· In the early part of the year there was one at the ,Witham Mou.th on 3rd 

January and two on 12th March. In February one was seen at Donna Nook 
on 11 th and two at Terrington on 26th. In April there were occ;asional . 
singles at Gibraltar Point, and an exceptional passage on 30th at Huttoft 
when 272 flew south. 

In May a few were found dead on the no,rth - east coast, including two at 
North Coates on 11 th, o_ne at Tetney on 15th and six at Grainthorpe on 28th. 
Birds were frequent on the coast from May to early October at Donna Nook, 
Saltfleetby, Huttoft, Gibraltar Point and the Witham Mouth, though the 
maximum recorded was only six. Unu·sual records were two flying no:r;-th .. 
east over Weelsby Wood,s 'on 1st June .and singles were seen well up the 
Humber, at Barrow Haven and Ktllingholme, . on eight days between June 
and September. 

Sooty Shearwater (Puffi nus gravis) 
In August two flew north at Huttoft and Saltfleetby on 26th, . and two 

south at Donna Nook on 27th. Another flew north at Huttoft on 18th 
September. The main movement occurred on 1st October, all north, with 
two at Donna Nook, three at Saltfleet and 11 at Saltfleetby. (WPB, JRW,SL,CLO,CRM,MM ) 

Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) 
Unusual numbers occurred in early July, with 33 north at Donna Nook 

on 1st, then 18 north and 13 south on 2nd and 14 south on 3rd. At Huttoft 
eight flew north on 1st and 33 south on 2nd. During the rest of the autumn 
birds were seen fairly frequently all along the coast from late July to early 
October. Main movements at Donna Nook were ten south on 30th September 
and 11 ·north and one _south on 1 st October, with 20 north and one south on 
the latter- date at Saltfleet. Twelve flew north at Gibraltar Point on 30th 
August and there were nine north and nine south at Saltfleetby on 1 7th 
September . In September a few birds were well up the Humber, with one 
west at Goxhill on 18th, and at Barrow Havenon:eeast on 18th, three west 
on 19th ahd one west on 20th. One was seen at Trent Falls on 20th and 21st. 
In the Wash there were four at the Witham Mouth on 16th and 17th September 
and one on 3 0th. 

Storm Petrel (Hydrobates peZagious) 
One flew north-east at the Witham Mouth on 1st October. (FB,SK) 

Leach ; s Petrel (Oceanodroma ieucorhoa ) 

At Donna Nook , one flew south on 30th September and three north on 
1st Octdber . (Sl , CRM) 

Gannet (Su ia bassana ) 

After four at Huttoft on 19th February, a few birds appeared on the 
coast in the spring, with the first at Gibraltar Point on 15th April and 
adults well up the Humber at East Halton on 27th and Barrow Haven on 28th. 
A small wreck of adults occurred in late April and early May, with several 
dead on the coast and exhausted birds found inland at Boston, Addlethorpe 
and Brackenborough. 
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Autumn passage began in July and last~d to the end of the year, with 
several lar ge scale movements noted. The maximum at Gibraltar 
Point was 4 7 north on 1 st September and at Saltfleetby 1 21 flew south 
on 1 7th, then 127 next day. On 30th large southerly movements 
included 140 at Donna Nook and 155 at Saltfleetby. Even larger 
numbers returned north on 1st October, with 80 at the Witham Mouth, 
219 at Saltfleetby, 181 at Saltfleet and 216 at Donna Nook. Birds in 
the Humber included one or two occasionally from September to 
November at Barrow Haven, one at Trent Falls on 7th October and one 
at Killingholme on 29th December. 

Cormorant (PhaZacrocorax carbo ) 
Birds were present most of the year especially in the Humber and"'' 

Wash, though only small numbers in summer. In the first half of the 
year, peak numbers in January included 26 at the Witham Mouth on 
1st, 11 at Gibraltar Point on 2nd, ten at Donna Nook on 14th and 15 at 
Frampton on 28th. In February there were 13 at Terrington on 26th 
and 19 between Cleethorpes and Donna Nook on 28th. In the Humber 
in March there were 25 at Barton on 12th and 35 at Barrow Haven on 
24th. Inland there were two at Tattershall on 25th January, up to 11 at 
Covenham Reservoir and four at Trent Falls from January to June. 
Two white-headed birds, showing characters of the continental race 
P. c . sinenr,1°g, were seen at Grimsby Docks in mid-March and one was 
at Covenhani. Reservoir in April and early May. 

In the second half of the year there were 22 between Killingholme 
and Cleethorpes on 16th September and 22 at Terrington on 17th. 
There were October peaks of 17 at Donna Nook on 1 stand ten at 
Gibraltar Point on 21st. Numbers at the Witham Mouth rose to 45 on 
9th December. Inland there were up to seven at Trent Falls, only one 
to three at Covenham Reservoir, one at Cadney Reservoir on 10th 
November and one at Bardney from 5th to 25th November. 

Shag (PhaZacrocorax aristotelis) 
One was at Saltfleetby on 2nd January and there was an early autumn 

bird there on 9th July, then another on 26th August. A few appec;1,red in 
September, w ith two at Chapel Point on 2nd, one at Covenham Reservoir 
on 16th and 1 7th and one at Cleetb.orpes on 28th. In December there 
were singles at North Coates on 13th and Donna Nook and Covenham 
Reservoir on 1 7th. 

Bitter n (Botaur-us steUaris ) 
At the South Humber Bank pits a pair was seen in April and May at 

one site and one bird was seen for most of the spring at another site, 
with booming heard at both places. One was present at Huttoft Pit on 
9th December . 

Little, Bittern(Ixobrychus minutus) 
A male stayed at East Halton Pit from 1 9th to 29th April, affording 

good views to many observers. Accepted by British Birds. 
(KA,DB ,GPC,PE et al) 
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spoonbill (Platal ea leucorodia) 

Grey ~eron (Ardea cinerea) 
Nest counts resulted in a total of 299 m 

the county, distributed as fo llows: 
Troy Wood 75, Deepin g 69, Muckton 33, 
Doddington 26, Willoughby 21, Newball 16, 
Thornton Curtis 15, Dixon Wood (near 
Belton in the Isle of Axholme) 15, Laughton 
Forest 14, Howsham 8 and Evedon 7. 

On the coast there were up to five at 
Donna Nook for most of the year, with 11 
in late June and ear l y July, Gibraltar Point 
had up to seven in autumn, and 15 were at 
Trent Falls on 27th October . 

One was seen at Killingholme on 18th M a y, with two o n 30th. In June 
one was at Sandilands Pit on 2nd and two were again at Killingholme on 3rd 
and 4th,' with three from . Bth to 12th and on 16th, then a splendid group of 
six from 19th to 26th. Also on 26th, three -others at Grainthorpe e ventua lly 
flew off north. Singles were seen at Killingholme on 14th July a nd Seacroft 
on 19th August. (GPC,l:lGE,SL,RPe el al) 

Mute Swan (Cygnu s olor) 
On the coast, birds were present fairly regular l y at Donna Nook, with 

up to four record ed throughout the year. Gibraltar Point h 2.d up to five 
occasionall y throu ghout the year. In the Humber, birds were occa sionally 
seen at Trent F.alls :from February to October, with ten on 25th October. 
There were 20 at South Ferriby on 10th July and 20 at Killingholme from 
October to December. A resident herd, present a ll year at lminingham, 
totalled 31 on 8th J anuary, with up to 46 from late October to the end of 
December. 

Bewick's Swan (Cygnus columbianus) 
A herd of 18 a t North Coates and Tetney from l st to 18th January 

included one ringed at Slimbridge i n the previous winter. Five remained 
to 9th February. In early January there were up to eight at Covenham 
Reservoir and three at Scunthorpe, then eight on the Trent at Gate Burton 
on 28th. Th ere we re up to eight at Gibraltar Point and Friskney in 
Januar y and Febru ary. Also in February there were five at Burton Pits 
on 4th and eight flew east at Trent Falls on 11th, then 15 on 15th. Birds 
in Mar ch were s i x at Baston Fen on 4th a nd four at Barrow Haven on 17th. 
A very late bird stayed at Huttoft Pit from 16th April to 11 th May. 

First of the autumn were in late October, with eight west at the Witham 
Mouth on 27th, seven at Immingham on 29th and four a t Barrow Haven and 
Goxhill from 3 1s t to 8th November. Another influx occurred in December, 
with six s outh at Donna Nook on 1 s t, up to five at Huttoft and Ander by on 
2nd and 3rd, four at Gibraltar Point on 2nd and 5th, 14 at Bardney on 6th, 
seven at Wi sbech sewage farm on 10th, two at Trent Falls from 9th to 16th, 
singles at Covenham on 17th and 26th and nine at Baston Fen on 30th. 



Whoope r Swan (Cygnus cygnus) 

In the early part of the year five flew north at Saltfleetby on 14th 
January and one was seen at Baston Fen on 22nd. Four were present at 
North Hykeham on 1 st Mar eh. 

Firs t of the autumn flew north west at Covenh.am Reservoir on 2nd, 
Octobe r and 24 flew east at Grim9.by on 28th. Also on 28th, one flew 
east at Trent Falls and there were .seven there on 29th November, with 
two west on 7th December . One was present at Immingham from 29th 
October to 12th November. Gibraltar Point had one on 28th October, 
with 14 south on 2nd November and seven south-west on 5th, Four were 
seen at Barrow Haven on 29th November , and in December there were 
four at Harms ton on 6th and three near Covenham on 17th. 

Bean Goose (Anser faba tis ) 

Three were seen at Trent Falls on 30th December, (AG) 

·Pink- footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus ) 

In the early part of the year largest numbers occurred in January. 
On 1st there were 800 at Holbeach, 265 north at Kirton Marsh and 77 
at Covenham Reservoir . Seventy were seen at Barton-on - Humber on 
2nd when there were 83 at Benington, and there were 340 at Trent 
Falls on 6th, with 300 at Terrington on 28th. Gibraltar Point had up to 
45 in January and the last of the spring was at Huttoft on 10th May. 

In September early arrivals were 13 south a t Donna Nook on 17th 
and .80 at Trent Falls on 22nd, where there wer e 650 on 28th October, 
At .Whitton up to 350 were recorded from October to December. In 
Nqvember there were 120 at Donna Nook on 11 th, with 91 west on 12th 
and 47 south at Huttoft on 19th. Only small numbers were seen at 
Gibraltar Point, but at Holbeach numbers increased from 300 on 3rd 
December to 1 , 662 on 17th and there were 150 at Terrington on the 
same day. 

White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) 

Fifteen flew south-east at Covenham Reservoir on 21st January 
and one was seen at Saltfleetby on 18th February, One at Burton Pits 
from 4th to 18th April was possibly an escaped bird. In December 
one was at Holbeach on 17th and three flew east at Barrow Haven on 30th. 

greylag Goose ( Anser• anser ) 

In the Humb er there was one at Barrow Haven on 18th February, 
then n ine at Goxhill on 24th, with three in March and April, Two flew 
east at Trent Falls on 13th October. On the coast there were nine at 
Tetney in m i d-June and five at Grainthorpe on 29th May. Singles were 
seen at Saltfleetby on 5th February and 29th April and there were two 
at Huttoft on 1st April 9 with six on 10th May, Gibraltar Point had 
singles on 21st April and 17th June. Feral breeding birds included a 
pair at West Ashby Pit and 40 were present at Baston Common Pits on 
13th July. 
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~ w fii.o'os t:. 'Av: ser c:aerulesc ens) 

A b ir d at M essingham on 23rd August seems likely to have been an 
escape . The only o t h er re cord was one flying west at Trent Falls on 3rd 
N ovemb er. (cli-' ,AG) 

Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) 

Breeding pair s away from the main parkland colonies included one'· at 
Messingham , three at Burton Pits and four at Barton-on - Humber. There 
were up to 69 at Messingham from September to Decembe:i; and 114 at 
Burton Pits on 3rd September. Passage birds included two at Donna Nook 
on 1 st May, with one on 14th and 14 at Huttoft Pit on 21 st April, reducing 
to six b,y 10th May. Four flew east at Trent Falls on 5th June. 

,,. 'Gi.bralt!r Point had· up to six occasionally from April to November. 

Barnacle Goose (Branta Zeucopsis) 

In the early part of the year there were singles at Clee thorpes on 
23rd Feb ruary, Grainthorpe on 30th March and North Coates on 8th April. 
One at Burton Pits from 4th April to 1st May was possibly an escape. 

In autumn, two flew west at Trent Falls on 26th September. Thirteen 
over N orth Somer co tes on 12th November were seen later at Donna Nook. 
Singles were at Anderby from 25th November to early December and at 
Baston Fen on 30th December. 

Brent Goose (Br1ant a bernicZa) 

On the north- east coast there were 100 at Tetney on 1st January and 
up to 190 at Donna Nook in January and February. Counts in the Wash 
between Gibraltar Point and the Norfolk border produced 4, 400 on 28th 
January and 5, 700 on 26th February, Largest concentrations in February 
were 2, 4 00 at Friskney on 5th, and 1,000 at the W elland Mouth on 26th. 
Ther e were still 4 00 at Benington on 29th May. 

E arl y au tumn birds at Gibraltar Point were two on 3rd August, with 
180 at the end of the mont h a nd up to 150 dur ing the rest of the year. 
La rger numbers than usual wintered on the north-eas t coas t, with a 
maximum of 1, 200 at Saltfleet on 16th December a nd at Donna Nook next 
d.:iv. In the Wash the re were 1, 700 at the Witham Mouth on 3rd December 
,.,ct , on l 7th, : 822 at Wainfleet, 630 at Holbeach and 536 at Ter rin g ton. 

Red-breasted Goose_ 1 Branta ruficoUis) 

An adult was present at Covenham Reservoir on 1s t Oc tober . The 
first county record. (!-<iv:c) 
Accepted by British Birds . 

Egyptian Goose :AZopochen aegyptiacus ) 

One was at Wisbech sewage farm on 12th Augu s t a nd four were. seen at 
lngo l dmell s o n 6th December. 
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Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 

Counts in the Wash between Gibraltar Point and the Norfolk border 
totalled 5, 000 on 28th January, with 1, 800 at Holbeach and 1, 845 at 
Ter~ington. A similar count on 26th February produced a total of 
4, 200. On 1 7th December there were 3, 260 at Holbeach and 2, 800 at 
Terrington. 

Inland there was a pair at Baston Fen on 14th May and 21 at 
Twigmoor on 29th. Birds were fairly frequent at Covenham 

· Reservoir from 30th March to 7th July, with 16 present on 29th April. 
Pairs with young were seen at Messingham on 3rd July and Cadney on 
30th. Birds were present all year at Trent Falls and a creche of 60 
young were seen on 15th July. Strong westerly movements included 
3 70 on 17th September, 123 on 1 st October; 50 on 26th November and 
62 on 6th December. At Grimsby Docks 447 were counted on 15th 
October. 

Mandarin (Aix galericulata) 

Males were seen at Gibraltar Point on 4th March, Wooton on 21st 
April and Trusthorpe on 12th November. 

Wigeon (Anas penelope) 

In January there were 150 at Trent Falls on 13th and 150 at 
Bas to~ F e n on 30th. Gibraltar Point had 85 on 1 st April and late 
spring birds included a pair at Immingham on 26th May and singles at 
Cove nham Reservoir and Donna Nook at th e end of the month. Singles 
were at lmmingham on 11 th July and Gibraltar Point on 15th. 

Returning autumn birds were at Trent Falls from 8th August and 
there were 160 at Gibraltar Point on 29th with up to 120 for the rest 
of the year. In December there were 450 at Holbeach on 3rd, when 
there were 110 at the Witham Mouth and 425 on Frampton Marsh. 
Holb ea ch had 420 on 17th an d there were 320 at Terrington on the same 
day. An influx occurred on 30th with 600 at Donna Nook, 300 at 
Theddlethorpe and 100 at Baston Fen. 



Gadwal l (Anas str-epera ) 

In the early part of the year, there were up to six at Covenham 
Reservoir and eight at Huttoft from January to mid-May and up to six at 
Burton Pits from January to mid-March. Four were seen at Kirkby-on­
Bain Pits in January and early February and six were present at Fulstow 
in early February. Pairs were seen at Goxhill and Barrow Haven in 
February and March, and a pair at Ander by on . 25th March. Late birds 
included one at Trent Falls on 5th May and a pair at Saltfleetby on 21st. 

An early autumn bird was at Covenharri Reservoir on 24th July and 
there were occasional singles there from August to November. 
Ki.llingholme had up to three in late August and early September and 
there were two or three at Barrow Haven and Goxhill from October t6 
December . Singles were seen at Saltfleetby on 25th August and Immingham 
from 21st October to 24th November. Gibraltar Point had 12 on 23rd 
September, . with four next day. There were up to five at Huttoft in mid­
November and two at Burton Pits on 18th. Two were present at Kirkby-on­
Bain ·Pits on 26th November and 26th December. 

Teal (Anas areaaa) 

In January there were up to 130 at Trent Falls and 150 at Baston Fen, 
with l 14 at Terrington on 28th. Gibraltar Point had a peak of 150 on 5th 
February and there were 60 at Raith.by on 9th. Autumn passage began in 
August with 100 at the Witham Mouth on 19th and 77 at Messingham on 21st. 
Numbers at Trent Falls built up from 250 in August to a peak of 750 on 4th 
October, then up to 600 for the rest of the year. There were 435 at 
Winteringham on 16th September and 140 at Covenham Reservoir on 27th 
October. December peaks included 336 at Barrow Haven on 4th, 350 at 
Wisbech sewage farm on 10th, 130 at Terrington on 1 7th and up to 120 at 
Baston Fen in the second half of the month. 

Mal lard (Anas platyrhynahos) 

Up to 11 000 were present at Covenham Reservoir in January. Early 
autumn in creases included 330 c\.t Gibraltar Point on 26th August, with 300 
there on 18th November. At Trent Falls a maximum of 1,400 on 19th 
August reduced to 1, 200 in September and 800 in October, with up to 500 
for the rest of the year. There was a peak of 680 at Covenham Reservoir 
on 27th October and 1,000 were present at Nocton Fen on 5th November. 
Pintail (Anas aauta) 

In the first half of the year there were 107 at Terrington on 28th 
January and 32 on 26th February, with numbers elsewhere never exceeding 
15. Small numbers were recorded from January to April at Donna Nook, 
Trent Falls, Barton-on-Humber, Barrow Haven, Covenh.am Reservoir, 
the Witham Mouth, Dawsmere and Holbeach. One or two were present in 
June and July at Killingholme. 

From August to December largest numbers were 36 at Gibraltar Point 
on 23rd September, a westerly passage at Trent Falls of 66 on 17th 
September, 34 on 1st October, with 41 on 27th, and 20 at Goxhill on 14th 
September, with 19 at Barrow Haven on 20th. In December there were 42 
at the Witham Mouth on 3rd and 194 at Terrington on 17th. Smaller 
numbers were recorded at Donna Nook, Killingholme, Saltfleetby, 
Humberston, Covenham Reservoir, Immingb.am, Whitton, Bardney, Huttoft, 
Chapel Pit, Chapel Point and Wisbech sewage farm. 
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~~L ima.s quer•quedu"la ) 

Firs t o .f the spring was a male at Eas t Halton on 26th April. In May 
there was a pair at Baston Fen on 14th and males at Huttoft Pit on 27th 
and 2 8 th and Trent Falls on 31 st, Gibraltar Point had a pair on 12th 
May and singles on 7t h and 28th June. Also :l.n June, a pair was present 
at GoxhJ ll. on 27th. Six were seen at Wisbech sewage farm on 28th July 
and there were 11 there on 30th August, 0th er records in August were 
two at Tetney Haven and one at Donna Nook on 4th9 two at C"ov-enham ' 
R eservoir on 2 0th and singles at Trent Falls on 22nd and Torksey on 31st. 

Blue- wi nged Teal (Anas diseops ) 

One or two were present at W:isbe ch sewage farm from 11th 
September to 8th October. Unde r cons i d eration by B ritis h Birds., 

Shoveler (Anas cl-ypeata ) ~cs,AGP,JAwMJ 

In January and February there were a few birds at Covenham 
Rese r vo:lr 9 Baston Fen, Kirton Marsh and Holbeach. On the coast, 
Donna Nook h a d one or two in spring and up to 11 occasionally from July 
to October. Gibraltar Point recorded up to five occasionc\.lly from May 
to December. 

Early autumn concentrations included 22 at Goxhill on 8th July, 90 
a t Wis bech sewage farm on 25th Augu st and 19 at Killingholme on 31st. 
There w ere 16 at Trent Falls on 3rd September, but large numbers also 
occu r red in October , with 48 at Immi.ngb.am on 15th and 35 at Bardney 
on 25th. 

Red-c:rested Pochar d (Netta rufina ) 

A fema le was present: at Covenham Res ervoir on 2nd December. 
(KA,PH,ACS) 

Poe.hard (Ayt hya f'erina ) 

In the early part of the year peak numbers were 100 at Kirkby - on­
Bain P i ts o n 2nd January and 170 at South Ferriby on 9th. On 18th 
February there were 180 at Barrow Haven and 22 0 at Barton - on-Humber. 
Numbers at h nmingham reached a max imum of 1 03 on 5th March, 

Breeding pairs included five at the South Humbe r Bank Pits 9 four at 
M ess:ln.gham an d s ingles at Scuntho:rpe and Burton P i ts. The only large 
numbers in autumn were 118 at Bardney on 5th November. 

~ufted :;::~_Duck (Ayt hya fuZ.ig-i,~la ) 

A t Covenham Reservoir a flock of 17 .5 o n 21st January rose to a 
p eak of 300 o n 21st February. There w ere 250 at Fuls tow Pit on 4th 
February" 
Among the wi d espread breeding pairs we :re ten at Burton Pits, six at 
M essingham and South Humber Bank Pit s and others at Fulstow, 
Covenham Reservoir " Bardney, South Ferriby, Scunthorpe, Twigmoor 
and Laughto n Forest. In autumn there were up to 150 at Bardney from 
la t e September to early Novembe r and a maximum of 25 0 at Covenham 
Reservo i r on 23rd Octobe r. 



Scau_E (Aythya mar ·U a . 

In March there were singles at Trent Falls on 4th, K.illingholme on 8th, 
B ar r ow Haven from 9th to 17th a n d Gra :inthorpe Haven on 18th. One wa s 
s een at Barton-on- Humber on 3rd April and there were singles at Barrow 
Haven on 2n d May a nd from 15th to 26th June . 

Birds were more widespread in au t.umn 9 with the first at the Witham 
Mouth on 5th August and ano ther there on 9th December, Singles wer,, .,,_,.., 
seen at Saltfleetby from 2 0th to 24th September and at Barrow Haven on ·· 
18th Octob er and 9th December. Donna Nook had two on 1st October and 
one on 16th and 17th December , Several birds were present at Covenham 
Reservoir throughout October and November 9 with 22 on 22nd November. 
Gibraltar Point had two on 4th November and 20 flew north on 31 st 
December . One or two were p resent at Huttoft and Ande r by :i.n November 
and December and one was seen at Holbeach on 17th December . One was 
at Wis b ech sewage farm on 3 0 th Augusto 

Eider (Somateraia mol l-issima) 

In January up to 5 0 were present at: the Witham Mouth, On 1st, four 
flew north at Gibraltar Point and Donna Nook and five were seen at 
Saltfleetby. On l 2th9 one was at Barrow Haven, Two w ere seen at Donna 
Nook on 11 th Feb r uary and 15th May and there were singles at Grainthorpe 
Haven on 18th and 24th March and Cleet:horpes on 24th Apri.L Larger 
numbers were in the Wash 9 with 30 at Beningto n on 24th M.arch, 48 at 
Fre i ston on 10 th May and 30 there on 5th July. There were two at North 
Coates on 10th July and one at Tet:ney on 13 th Augu s t . There were 
occasional records of up t o eight from September to De c em b er at 
Humberston, Gra:i.n thorpe Haven, Donna Nook 9 Sa ltfle et.by, Huttoft 9 Chapel 
Pointv Gi braltar Point and the Witham Mouth. Up to 37 wer e present at 
Grimsby Dock s in the se cond half of Decembero Birds were well up the 
Humber in December , with one at K:illingholme on 2nd and eight at Trent 
Falls on 7th. 

Long- tailed Duck (Cfongula hyemaUs ) 

Si ngles were seen at the Witham Mouth on 12th January and 2nd 
December , and at Ben.ington on 3rd, One was present at Covenham 
Rese rvoir from 26t:h to 29th Oc tober and one or two were seen in 
Graintho r pe Haven from mid - Novembe r to t he end of December, In the 
Humber there were s i n g les at Goxhi.11 on 27th November and another at 
Barrow Hav en on 4th December. 

Common Scoter (Me Zanitta nig-ria ) 

Covenham Rese r voi r provi ded several records dur i ng the year, with 
five on 15th J·anuary9 three in the second half of April , one on 29th July, 
four on 10 th August and singles on 17th and .. on. 13th September. Others 
inland were at Cadney Reservoir on 3rd July, 80 west at Trent Falls on 
8th August: and one at W i. sbech sewage farm on 14th Octobero Birds were 
seen fal.rly regularly in the Humber , between Barton - on - Humber and 
Killingholme ~ in March and April and from July to early November. 
Westerly movements included 255 at Barrow Haven on 8 t h August and 50 
at Goxhill on 1st October. 
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In autumn up to 200 were pr·esent at Hutt.oft from July to September, 
bu:1.lding up to a maximum of 400 on 18th November. 0ther large flocks 
included 100 at North Coates on 10th July, 200 at Gibraltar Point on 1st 
September 9 and .°n October 9 161 nort h at Donna Nook on 1st and 150 at 
the Witham Mouth on 28th. 

Velvet Sco·i;er (Me Z-anltta fusaa ) 

Three were seen at Saltfleetby on 1st January, with one on 5th 
February and t wo on 27th October . One at Gibraltar Point on 21st 
July was the first of the . autumn, closely followed by two at Huttoft on· 
27th, with one there on 31-st August 9 two on 7th September, 11 on 29th 
Octob er 9 12 on 12th November and three on 19th. Singles were seen at 
Barrow Haven on 20 th Septemb e r , 4th November and 18t h December. 
F ive were at Chapel Point on 2nd September. and one on 3rd December. 
Also in D ecember there were three at Donna Nook on 9th, five at 
Terrington and two at Theddle thorpe on 17th, then three at Covenham 
Reservo i r on 31st. 

Goldeneye (Bu,c ephala alanguZ-a) 

'In t he ea:rly part of the year , birds were present from January to 
May, with peaks of 28 at Gibraltar Point on 3rd and 70 atthe Witham 
Mouth on 15th January, 60 at Covenham Reservoir on 5th February and 
40 Barton -on-Humber on 16th. Smalle r numbers were recorded at 
Trent Falls, Winterton., South Ferri.by, Donna Nook, Saltfleetby, 
Huttoft, Skidbrooke, Burton P its , Ben:i.ngton and Holbeach. 

Early autumn birds were two a t Covenham Reservoir from 12th 
August and up to 36 were present from September to December. At 
Trent Falls there were westerly movements of 11 on 22nd October and · 
35 on 27th 9 with n ine on 25th Novemb.er . Fifteen flew north: at Donna 
N ook on 26th November and there were 44 at Holbeach on 1 7th 
December • . Other s were recorded at South Ferriby, Me ssingham, 
Cadney Reservoir 9 Burton Stather , Huttoft, Anderby, Gil;,raltar Point, 
the Witham Mout h and Kirton Marsh. 

Smew (Me-pgu s albeU us ) 

In the ea r ly part of the year , the re were singles at lmmingham from 
6th January to 3rd March, at Barrow Haven on 18:th January and from 
16th to 19th February and at Covenham Reservoir from 30th January to 
25th February . One was present at Anderby from 25th to 27th 
November . All were female s or imm.atures . 

Red- breasted Merganser (Mepgus serratot1) 

Small numbers were recorded in the period January to May at 
Barrow Haven, North Coates, Grainthorpe 0 Donna Nook, Sa1tfleet9 

Gibraltar Po int0 Wainfleet, Beningtonp Deeping High Bank and Deeping 
Pits~ with a. maximum of ten at the Witham Mouth in January. 

Birds returned early in autumn with the first two at Huttoft on 1 st 
July and, :in the period to the end of t he year , small numbers were seen 
at Alkborough, Barrow Haven, Goxhill , North Coates, Tetney, Donna 
N ook 0 Gra:inthorpe , Saltfleet, Sal tfleetby, Cleethorpes, Sutton - on - Sea 
and Terrington. 

1 Maximum numbers were 15 at Gibraltar Point on 30th 
August and ten at Humber$'ton . on 2.7th Octob ~r. one was well inland at 
Lea Marsh on 1 0t h December. 
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Goosander (Mergus merganser ) 
In the early par t of the year four were seen at Kirkby-on-Bain Pits on 

29tp. January, with t:wo on 5th February and then there were two at Barton­
on-Humber on 23rd, Singles were p resen t at: the Witham Mouth on 13th 
January, Killingholme on 31st March and Donna Nook on 8th April, with 
two at Trent Falls on 15th February and one on 1 7th April. 

In autumn 9 there were five a:t Huttoft on 20th September, with one on 
18th November . One was at G;ibraltar Point on 10th Oc tober. Two were 
seen at Covenham Reservoir on 16th November and in December , there 
were singles at Cadn.ey Reservoir from 4th t o 7t h , Chapel Pit on 6th, 
Barrow Haven on 8thr Lea Marsh on l0th9 at Grimsby Do cks from 20th to 
23rd and six at Donna Nook on 3 0th. Trent Falls had one on 4th October 
with 15 west on 27th~ then two on 30th Decemb er. 

Red Kite (Milvus milvus ) 

One flew south at Gibraltar Point on 25th January. (RLa,AWP ) 

Marsh Harrier (Cirous aeruginosus ) 

A wintering bird at Trent Falls was present until 4th January and 
there were one or two there between 25th April and 2, 0th September. An 
influx in May produced singles at Tetney on 6th, Donna Nook on 7th and 
13th, Barton-on-Humber on 8th, Barrow Haven on 9th and Benington on 
13th. Gibraltar Point: had one on 3rd, two o n 11 t h and singles on 12th, 
13th, 20th, 25th and also on 5th Ju.ne. At: Saltfleetby there were singles 
on 1 2th, 13th and 25th May and 3rd June. 

In August singles were present at Barrow Haven on 11th and Baston 
Fen on 17th, with two at Gibraltar Point on 20th and one on 22nd. One 
was seen at Nocton Fen on 4th September and another at Holbeach on 17th. 
Hen Harrier (Circus ayaneus ) 

Between January and m i d - May there were up to five at Trent Falls, 
two at Saltfleetby, Gibraltar Point, Benington and Holbeach, and singles at 
Tetney , Nor th Coates ., Marshcbapel ,- K irkby Moor 9 Chapel Pit, Bas ton 
Fen. the Witham M o uth ,, Frampton, Dawsmer e and Gedney, 

Early autumn birds were seen in Au.gust at Gibraltar Point on 5th and 
6th, Bardney on 6th, the Wi tham M outh on 19th and Kirton Marsh on 1 st 
September . Fro m October to December there were up to four at Trent 
Falls and Gibraltar P o i nt, two a t Saltfleetby an d Frampton, and singles 
at Crowle Waste 9 Gox.hill , North Coates., Mars hchapel , Donna Nook , 
North Somercotes , Ful stow, K i rkby Moor , Burton P its, Fre is ton , the 
Witham Mouth, Terrington and Wisbech sewage farm, 
Montagu 's Harrier (Circus pygargus ) 

In May one was present at Trent Falls on 17th and 18th and one flew 
east at Bar row Haven on 18th. Another was seen at Saltfleetby on 2nd 
August. (AG,GPC, TPM »KA) 
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Sparrowhawk (Aoaipiter nisus ) 

In t he early part of the year there were singles at Trent Falls on 4th 
January and Burwell Wood on 22nd, w ith one or two at Kirkby Moor in 
January and February, Singles were se en at Hallington on 9th February 
and Daws m ere on 26th, and in March at Goxhill on 6th, with two at 
Marshchapel on 7th, One was at Leverton on 1st April and Saltfleetby on 
9th , S ingles in May were at Gibraltar Poi nt on 7th, Seacroft and Barrow 
Haven on 8th and Twigmoor on 13th" 

.Early autumn b i rds were at Huttoft on 3rd August and Saltfleetby on 
23rd, with others there in Oc tober on 2nd, 7th and 19th. Singles were 
seen a t Donna Nook on 1 ith, 18th and 20th October , with one on 18th 
November , and at Gibralta r Point on 13th September, 21st and 28th 
Octobe r, 18th N o vember and 30th December, Others occurred at 
Seacroft on 7th October and Kill ingholme on 16th, with two at Lincoln on 
18th, singles at Burwell Wood on 26th November , Humberston on 16th 
December and Thornton Abb ey on 23r d , w ith two at Kirkby Moor on 26th , 

Buzzard (Buteo buteo ) 

T he only records were one at L i ncoln on 23rd August, one west at 
Trent Falls o n 22nd October and ano t he r at Donna Nook on 3rd Novembe r . 

Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo Zagopus ) 

One flew south at Boston on 18th February" (RPe) 

~rey ('Pandion haliaetus ) 

In May one at Trent Falls on 7th flew off south-west. One fishing at 
Ba rrow H aven on 13th eventually flew north-east , and singles were seen 
at Spa lding on 15th and fi s h i ng in Harlaxton Lake on 16th, One was seen 
near Cai.stor on 8th June and one west at Barton-on- Humber on 3rd July 
was seen later at South Fer riby; In autumn one flew south at 
Saltfleetby on 10t h September. (AG, GPC3 Ri-' , KH,MC,RC,,JH ,MM) 

Kestrel ;'Falco t ·{nnunaul-us ) 

On t he coas t there were up to six at Gi bralta r Point and three at 
Donna N ook from January to May, An in ter esting breeding record was 
a . p ai r on the c entral to wer of L i ncoln CathedraL 

Autumn passage was not very well marked , with a maximum of 
e ight at Donna Nook on 8th August an d seven s outh on 16th September , 
11 at Saltfleetby on 9th Augu st a nd up to f:ive at Gibraltar Point from 
J uly to Octo b er , 

Red-footed Falcon (Fa lco vespertinus ) 

A mal e was seen at K i ll ingholm e on 9th May. (TPM) 

Accepted by B riti sh B i rds . 

Merlin (Fa lco aoZumba:I'ius ) 

· In the period January to early May, · there were singles at Trent 
Falls , N orth Coates, Donna Nook , N or th Somercotes, Salt.fleet, 
Saltfleetby, Anderby, Ben ington, Frampton and Holbeach. 

i 7 



In autumn Trent Falls had one or two from September to December and 
occasional s ingles were seen at Donna Nook from October onwards . 
Others were at Saltfleetby, Huttoft , Gibraltar Point , Covenham Reservoir, 
Bardney, Crowle Waste , Hobhole , the Witham Mouth, Frampton Marsh and 
Mo'l,11-ton Seas End. 

Hobby (Falco subbuteo ) 

In May singles were seen at Wrangle on 4th and Gibraltar Point on 25th. 
One was present at Burt on Pits on 27th June , another at Messingham Pit on 
16th July , w ith two at Marston on 22nd. There were three r-ecords in 
August , near Covenham on 3rd, at Donna Nook on 8th and Saltfleetbv on 21 st. 

(RPe, SD,RAW,PH,ACS,JH,PJW,NG,RB,BMC,JRC, Rl 
Red-legged Partridge (A'lectoris rufa ) 

At Donna Nook , where about six. pairs bred, there was a maximum of 4 7 
on 15th January. Gibraltar Point recorded 35 on 4th February and up to 20 

. for the rest of the:;! year . 

Gr ey Partridge {Perdix perdix) 

At Donna Nook , where four pai rs bred, there was a maximum of 27 on 
11 th October . Gibraltar Point recorded up to ten throughout the year. 

Pheasant (Phas ianus eofohi cue,J~ 

At Donna Nook , where none bred, there were singles in the first half 
of the year and up to n ine from October to December . Birds were present 
all year at Gibraltar Point, with peaks of 70 on 31 st Mar eh and 60 on 28th 
October . 

Water Rail ( RaUus aquat icus} 

In the early part of the year , wi nter ing b irds included one or two at 
Gibraltar Point and Donna Nook and four at Trent Falls from January to 
May, In hard weather two were feeding on a dead Mute Swan at Burton 
P its on 12th February, One or two were pr es ent at Saltfleetby in summer 
and probably bred. Up to three were present at Donna Nook and Gibraltar 
Point from Augu st to December . 

Spott ed Crake (Po:rozana porzana) ,· 

S ingle s we re present. at Wisbech sewage farm on 15th August and 20th 
S e p t e mber , On e was seen a t Donna Nook o n 11th November, and another 
was heard at Seacroft o n 16th December . JAWM , S' .. ,RPe ) 

Corncrake (Crex cr'ex) 

On e w as heard near Kirkby Moor on 22nd and 23rd Apri.l. S ingle 
b irds were flu she d at Saltfleetby on 7th September and 15th October . (MC,KA,AS) 

Moor hen (GaZZinula ehZoropus } 

At Donna Nook , where three pair s bred , b i rds were present from 
March onwards , wi th u ,p to 12 in July and Au gus t and one oc.casionally in 
Novem.bet and D ec ernher; · Gib:ralta.r PoinLrecorded birds throughout the 
year , with up to 13 in l ate August and September . Numbers at Killingholme 
reached a max i mum of 45 on 28th October , 
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Coot (Fulica atra) 

A pair bred at Donna Nook for only 
the second, time, and birds were present 
from mid-April to late Augus t , and 
occasionally in October and December. 
Gibraltar Point had up to four in 
January and February, then up to 14 
until September, with occasional singles 
in October and November. Up to 40 

were present at Baston Fen from January to March. Peak counts }ncluded 
260 at Covenham Reservoir in late October, 280 at Immingham in mid­
November and 170 at Barrow Haven on 1st December. 

Crane (Grus grus) 

An immature wintered in the Messingham, Scotter and Susworth area 
from November well into 1979. (JH,MM et al) 

Under consideration by British Birds. 

Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) 
Peaks in January included 5, 000 at Gibraltar Point on 11th, with 

3,000 at Wrangle and 2,000 at Dawsmere on 28th. Counts on 26th 
February produced 2, 000 at Friskney, 4, 000 at Wrangle and 2, 000 at 
Dawsmere. 

Autumn increases began in August, with 10,000 at Gibraltar Point 
from 19th to 23rd and up to 7,000 in September. There were 5,000 at 
Friskney on 3rd December. Maximum numbers on the north-east coast 
were 3, 100 between Cleethorpes and Grainthorpe on 16th September and 
1, 5 00 at Donna Nook on 1 7th. At Trent Falls there was one on 15th 
January and up to four from March to June. Regular westerly passage 
occurred in autumn, with a total of 194 between mid-July and mid­
Septem be r. Inland re cords included three at Covenham Reservoir on 
17th July, with two on 1st August and four at Bardney on 14th October. 

Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) 

Two at Killingholme on 5th April were seen at Barrow Haven on 6th, 
then at Killingholme again from 7th to 10th, with one there from 4th to 
6th May, and one at Gibraltar Point on 1 4th. 

In autumn, one was present at Wi sbech sewage farm on 20th August, 
another was seen at Donna Nook on 18th September and six flew north 
there on 31st October. (GPC,JAIIM, SL,RLo e L :J l ) 

Stone-curlew (Burh i nus oedicnemus) 

One was seen at Gibraltar Point on 25th Novem·ber. (AC,MC,RT) 

Little Ringed Plover (Charadrius dubius) 

First record was at Scunthorpe on 31st March and birds were 
present in spring and summer at Crowle, Santon, Messingham, 
Winterton, Kirton Lindsey, Brigg, Bardney, Spalding, Whisby and 
Baston Common Pits. 



Pas sage birds included one at Barrow Haven on 19th June, with two on 
10th July and up to three at Killingholme from the end of May to mid­
Septem ber. There were singles at Trent Falls on 6th July and 19th 
August, at Tetney from mid-July to .mid-August and at Saltfleetby on 15th 
and 16th July. Donna Nook had up to three from 21st July to 8th September. 
At Gibraltar Point there was one on 18th May and up to three from early 
July until the last of the autumn on 1st October. 

Ringed Plover (Charadr i us hiaticuZa) 

In January there were 80 between Cleethorpes a nd Donna Nook on 15th 
and 40 were at Gedney on 26th February. Spring passage was well marked 
in May, with 17 on 9th and 35 on 17th at Trent Falls, 40 at Saltfleetby on 
20th and 120 at Tetney on 23rd. Up to 30 at Donna Nook in the first half of 
May showed characters of the arctic race, C. h. tundrae. 

Breeding records included 26 pairs at Gibraltar Point and a pair inland 
at Bardney. Autumn pa s sage began in July, with peaks of 160 at Tetney on 
6th July, 233 at Killingholme on 24th August, 170 at Cleethorpes on 15th 
October and up to 150 at Gibraltar Point in the second half of August. In 
the Wash there were 100 at the Witham Mouth on 19th August, and on 17th 
September 90 at Holbeacb, 62 at Gedney and 73 at Terrington. 

Kentish Plover (Charadri us alexandrinus) 

In May a male was present at Bardney on 16th, and a female was seen 
at Gibraltar Point on 21st. (PH,ACS,SO,Rla e t al) 

yolden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) 

In January there wer e 400 at the Witham Mouth on 1st and 320 at 
Bening ton on 2nd. Other large numbers included 800 at Goxhill on 6th 
March and 350 in Nocton Fen in April. Last of the spring was at Donna 
Nook on l 0th June, though returning autumn birds were present from the 
encl of the month. Maximum numbers were 370 at Donna Nook on 8th 
August, 1,000 at Grainthorpe on 23rd September and 560 at Wainfleet on 
17th December. 



G:rey Plover ( Pl"'1JiaUs squ,-:..-taY.o lu ) 

ln the early part of the year thel' e were 688 at Holbeach on 26th 

February and l , 500 at Gibraltar Point on 12th March. In May the re 

were 250 at Ben .ington and Grims by Docks on 13th and 150 at Tetney on 

23rd, In autumn a count between Cleethorpes a nd Donna Nook on 20th 

August produced 387 . Peaks in September included 385 at Gibraltar 

Point on 2nd and 400 at Holbeach on 17th, Tn December there were 300 

at Friskney on 3rd and 250 at Terrington on 17th. 

Singles were recorded at Trent Falls in January, May and from 

August to November . Others inland were singles at Fulstow on 21 s t 

August and Covenham Reservoir occasionally from August to October , 

with f.lve at Wisbech sewage farm on 24th September,. 

LaEwing (VaneZJus vanell,us j 

A heavy movement occurred in late February, especially on 24th, 

with 19 000 south at Donna Nook 9 2 ,. 000 west at Barrow Haven and J , 500 

south at Trent Falls , Smaller numbers were seen on 25th, though ther e 

were 550 south at Donna Nook and Gibraltar Point,. There was little 

sign of spring emigration to the continent, though 90 flew east at 

Saltfleetby on 10th March. 

There was an early increase fo June , with 130 at Hun-oft on 2nd and 

212 at Donna Nook on l 8th" Passage :in August included 600 at Donna 

Nook on 8thv 372 west at Barrow Haven on 19th and 600 south at 

Gibraltar Point on 20th. At Goxhill 400 f1 ew west on 22nd September 

and regular immigration from the south-east occurred at Donna Nook 

from October on~1ards, with peaks of 559 on 2nd October and 379 011 

29th November . 

Kno.E_ (Calid1 ·1,s aanu-c-us j . 
Counts in the Wash between G.i.bralt.ar Point and the Norfolk border 

produced 14~ 000 on 28th January and Z6th February .. There were 3; 000 

at Cleethorpes on 6th and 5,500 at: Donna Nook on 15th January, with 

6 , 000 at. Gibraltar Po.int on 8th March" Larger numbers occurred rn 

autumn 0 w.ith 25 ~ 000 at Friskney on 25th Augns t , up to 1 2, 000 at 

Gibraltar Po int i n early September and 8 , 000 during the rest of the 

year.. There' were 3, 000 at C:leethorpes on 5th November and in 

December ,1 2,, 200 at Donna Nook on 16th, with 3, 600 at T erringt:on arid 

I 0 , 000 at Holbeach on l 7th,. 

Inland there were two a.t Covenham Reservoir on 20th August , wHh 

seven on 2.hd and two on 6th September " At Trent Falls the1·e were 

westerly movem ents of two on 6th September.. At Trent :Falls there 

were westerly movements of two on 26th May, 16 on 24th July, with 

three on 3lst,, 14 on 1st August and seven on 13th September . Op to 

seven were p resent at Wisbech sewage farm .in late August and early 

September .. 

Sanderling (CaUdris atba) 

Jn the early part of tbe year Gibraltar Point had a maximum oJ 75 

on 24 t h March and Donna Nook 95 on 15th April and 80 on 13th May, 

However 9 these figures were eclipsed by an exceptional total of l v l 00 

roosting at Tetney on 23rd May. 



An early autumn build up saw 400 at Gibraltar Point on 23rd July, with 
300 on 18th August and up to 400 in September . Between 500 and 600 were 
at Clee t horp-es from August to October and there were 350 at Tetney on 
19th August:. Peaks at Donna Nook were 166 cm 5th August and 120 on 25th 
November . 

Inland there were up to five at Covenham Reservoir in the first half of 
May and up to four in late August and ear ly September. One was seen at 
Trent Falls on 9th May and there were s ingles at Messing·ham on 31st July 
and 7th December9 at Cadney Reservoir on 31st July and 3rd August and at 
Wisbech s ewage farm on 21st May and 25th August. 

Little Stint (CaUdrais minuta) 
Spring records were all in May, with singles at Killingholme on 5th9 

found dead at Tetney on 16th and present at Bardney on 18th. There was a 
strong autumn pas sage after the first at Tetney on 27th July, with birds 
fairly widespread9 though concentrated at some localities, and scarce at 
others. Maxi mum numbers were in September, with 15 at Trent Falls on 
10th, 16 at Kill :ingholme on 8th and 14th9 40 at Covenham Reservoir on 
9th, 40 at Saltfleetby on 16th9 46 at Terrington on 1 7th and 130 at Wi_sbech 
sewage farm on 11 th. Smaller numbers were seen at Cleethorpes , Donna 
Nook 9 Sea.croft, Gibraltar Po int 9 Cadney Reservoir 9 Mess ingham 9 Bardney 
and Spalding9 with the last at Trent Falls on 5th November . 

Temminck ' s Stint (Calidris temminckii) 
In May, there we r .e singles at Covenham Reservoir on 13th and from 

26th to 27th, and at Donna Nook on 20th. In autumn, there were singles at 
Covenham Reservoir on 13th September and at Wis bech sewage farm from 
17th October to 5th November . (f<.A, i-iB , PE,P:l ,MM,SL ,WJM, JDWO, ,JAWM,KH) 

Pectoral Sandpil?er (Ca Zidris meZanotos ) 
One was present at Goxhill on 12th and 13th September. (GPC) 

Curlew Sandpiper (Calid1:>is ferruginea ) 
The only spring records were at Killingholme on 5th May and 19th June . 

There was a good au tumn passage 9 with widespread records from late 
July. Maximum numbers were 25 at Trent Falls on 6th September , 13 at 
Killingholme in late July and up to 24 in September , 35 at Saltfleetby on 
16th September , 16 at Covenham Reservo i r on 29th September , 18 at 
Gibraltar Point :i.n l ate August, 14 at Spalding in mid-September and 65 at 
Wisbech sewage farm in late August, increasing to 15 0 on 9th September . 
Smaller numbers were seen at Messingham , Barrow Haven9 Bardney, 
Donna Nook 1 Grimsby; Humberston v Tetney, Seacroft9 the Witham Mout h 
and Terrington. A late bird was present at K :i. rton Marsh ori 3rd December . 

Purple Sandpie_er (Ca l.idris mar•itima) 
One was seen at Donna Nook on 5th March and another stayed at 

Killingholme from 2nd April to 20th May. Birds were more widespread 
than usual in au tumn 9 with an early record at Gibraltar Point on 10th July, 
then one or two occasionally there in August, with singles on .,,21sth and 
29th October and 2nd November . Singles were seen at Ki.llingholme on 
31s t August and 2nd November , Grimsby on 1st November and·--23rd to 
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24th D e cember , Humbers ton on 23rd October , Graint:horpe Haven on 
16th November , Donna Nook on 26th August and 24th September ! i 

Sal t flee tby on 29th October , Huttoft on 26th October and at the Witham 
Mout h on 20th and 30t h August. The regular s i te at Trusthorpe held 
two or th ree from m i d - November to the end of the year . Inland there 
were singles at Covenham Reservoir on 13th and 14th September and 
fro m 16th to 18th Novembe r9 with one at Cadney Reservoir from 21 st 
to 25th September . 

Dunlin (CaUdris aZpina} 

Counts in the Wash -from Gibraltar Point to the Norfolk border 
totalled 16 , 500 on 28th January and 15, 000 on 26th February. Of 
these , 3,600 were at Holbeach on both dates. Donna Nook had l, 000 
on 2nd January and there was a spring peak of 1 , 000 at T r ent Falls on 
9th May. 

In autumn 9 Gibralta r Point had 2, 000 in mid - August and early 
September, with 3 , 000 on 14th October . Other large numbers in the 
Wash included 2, 000 at the Witham Mouth on 3rd December , 2,650 at 
Ge dney on 17th September , 2, 7 00 at Holbeach on the same day, w ith 
3 , 350 t here on 17th December , when there were 2,0 00 at Terr ington. 
On the n orth -east coast there we r e 1, 000 at Donna Nook on 18t h 
Oc tober ·and l , 100 on 2 6th November . Tetney had 1 , 100 on 19th 
August and there were 3, 500 at Gr imsby Docks on 16th November, 
with 1, 200 at Cleethorpe s on 7th October and 2, 600 there on 5th 
Novembe r. 

Ruff' (Phil-omachus pugnax ) 

A w in tering flock of up to 18 we r e p r esent at Baston Fen from 
January to early March~ and three were seen at Tetney on 2nd 
January and two at Goxhill on 10t h March. There were two at 
K i ll i nghol me on 21st January and eight on 3rd March. A flock of 18 
arrived on 1st April and were pre sent: for most of the month, 
increasing to 31 on 15th, with some d isplay noted. In May, there 
were three at Me ssingham on 4th, 18 at Barrow Haven on 18th, one 
at Whitton on 21st and one at Covenham Reservoir from 28th to 30th . 

Returning autumn birds were seen from m i d - June and we r e 
present in some localities until the end of the year . Maximum 
numbe rs were 2 00 at Wisbech sewage far m in m i d August, 52 a t 
'Trent: Fall s on 19th September , 86 at Killingholme on 12th Sep tember 
an d 29 at Huttoft on 31st August. Smaller numbers were seen a t 
Messingham , Cadney Reservoir , Whitton , Cleethorpes, Donna Nook , 
Saltfleetby, Covenha m Reservoir, Bardney, Seacroft, Spalding 9 the 
Witham Mouth, and Holbeach. In December, there were up to 11 
at Grims by, five at Nor t h Coates on 3rd, one at Messingham on 7th, '· 
thre e a t Trent Falls on 6 t h and one on 30th, wi th one at Donna Nook 
on 16th. 

Jack SniEe (Lymnocrypt es minimus ) 

Wintering b i rds included one or two at Donna Nook and Saltfleetby 
in January and February and a few on the coast, in April and May, · 
with the last at Gibraltar Point on 7th May. First of the autumn was 
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at Killingholme on 16th September and there were one or two in November 
and December at Trent Falls, Goxhill, Huttoft and Hobhole. There were 
up to five at Saltfleetby in mid-October and nine at Wisbech sewage farm 
on 20th. Birds were regular from late September to December at Donna 
Nook, with up to three recorded, and one or two at Gibraltar Point in the 
same period. 

Snipe (GaUinago gaZ.U nago) 
In January there were 15 at Saltfleetby on 1st and 15 at Gibraltar 

Point on 2nd, with 25 at Susworth on 30th. Maximum numbers in spring 
were 180 at Baston Fen on l 2th,March and 3 2 at Saltfleetby on 8th April , 
where several displaying birds were present in summer. 

Maximum numbers :in August were 60 at Trent Falls on 23rd, 44 at 
Donna Nook on 12th, 30 at Alkborough on 21st and 40 south at Gibraltar 
Point on 22nd. In September , there were 75 at Trent Falls on 12th, 60 
at Goxhill on 19th and up to 600 at Wisbech sewage farm from 2nd to 9th. 
Fifty-five were seen at Bradley sewage farm on 18th November, but 
larger numbers occurred in December, with 150 at Baston Fen on 30th 
and 200 at Brigg on 31st. 

Great Snipe (GaZ.Z.inago media) 
One seen at Saltfleetby on 8th October was present until 15th. It was 

caught and ringed on 13th, for the first time in Britain, and was 
subsequently seen by many observers. (Pc,.JRW et al) 
Accepted by British Birds. 

Woodcock (SaoZ.opax -:t>UsticoZ.a) 
One or two wintering birds were seen in January and February at 

Cleethorpes, Donna Nook, Saltfleetby, Burton Pits and Friskney Decoy, 
though there were ten at Kirkby Moor on 11th February and nine at 
Saltfleetby on 14th. Gibraltar Point had up to three from January to mid ­
ApriL 

Immigrants were seen on the coast from October onwards, with one 
or two at Cleethorpes 9 Donna Nook, Saltfleet, Theddlethorpe and Huttoft. 
Maximum numbers at Saltfleetby were in November, with 11 on 30th and 
there were seven at Gibraltar Point on 26th, then an influx in late 
December of 12 on 30th and 16 on 31st. 

Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa Z.imosa ) 
In spring there were singles at Gibraltar Point on 30th March and 1st 

and 22nd May and at Huttoft on 25th March and from 6th to 13th May. 
Three were seen at Kirton Marsh on 9th April, one at East Halton on 28th 
and two at Goxh:i.11 on the same day. In May one was seen at Barrow Haven 
on 3rd, six at Killingholme on 4th and one at Trent Falls on 7th. 

First of the autumn was at Saltfleetby on 15th July, with two there on 
1 7th September. Singles were at Trent Falls on 20th and 30th August, with 
two on 20th September. One or two were present at Tetney on 2nd and 3rd 
August and Donna Nook had singles on 10th August and 17th October. In 
September there were singles at Seacroft from 4th to 7th, at South Ferriby 
on 14th, at Mes singham on 16th and Terrington on 17th. Four were seen 
at Skidbrooke on 25th and at Gibraltar Point seven flew south on 4th and 
singles were present on 6th and 8th. 
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Bar-tailed Godwit - (Limosa Zapponiea) 

In the early part of the year there were 500 at Dawsmere on 28th 

J anuary and 1 9 000 at Gibraltar Point on 8th March, with small numbers 

present there in summer, Larger numbers were recorded at Gib raltar 

Point in autumn1 with 3 , 000 on 23rd and 25th August, 5, 000 on 1 7t h 

September and up to 1 , 000 occasionally in November and Decembe r. 

A t Trent Falls there were two on 15th May and one on 27th. A 

total of 104 flew wes:t; between 4th July and 3rd September, with peaks 

in July of 24 on 17th and 22 on 24th. Others inland were at Covenham 

Reservoi r on 20th Mar eh and Bardney on 21 st May. 

Whimbrel (Numeni us phaeopus ) 

First of the spr ing was at Donna Nook on 24th March and there wer e 

up to nine there in April and May. Maximum numbers·in spring were 

15 at East Halton on 20th April and ten at the WitHam Mouth on 29th. 

Northerly movements at Gibraltar Po.int in May included 22 on 9th, 27 

on 11 th, 16 on- 13th and _13 on 14th. Smaller num hers were seen at 

Trent Falls , Killingholme,- Grimsby, Saltfleetby, Anderby, Saltfleet9 

Tet:ney and Benington. 

Autumn pasisage began in mid- June and maximu111 numbers included 

22 sout h-wes t at Donna Nook on 13th August, 50 at ilie Witham Mouth on 

5th, 25 at Tetney on 6th and 13 at Chapel Point on 21st. At Gibraltar 

Point peak southerly movements were 25 on 22nd August and 2 0 on 23rd 9 

with 26 on 2nd September . Smaller numbers were recorded at Trent 

Falls 9 Barton-on-Humber , Killingholme, Barrow Haven, Grimsby, 

Grainthorpe 9 Cleethorpes 9 Saltfleetby, Covenham Reserveir, Huttoft 

and Terrington, with the last at Gibraltar Point on 21st October . 

Curlew (Numenius arquata) 

In January there were 600 at Grimsby Docks on 6th, with 2~0 at 

Holbeach and 300 at Dawsmere on 28th. A Wash count on 26th February 

produced 479 a t Holbeach, 3 .50 at Dawsmere, 200 at Gedney and 360 at 

Terr:i.ngton. 

In autumn, Gibraltar Point had 200 on 15th July, 181 on 31st August, 

45 0 on 2nd September and 200 on 3rd November . At Trent Falls peak 

wes t erly movements occurred in July, with a maximum of 238 on 6th. 

There were 119 at Saltfleetby .on 21st August and 1 9 100 at Grimsby 

Docks on 16t h October. In the Wash there were 106 at Gedney and 148 

at Terr i ngt on on 17th September, with 220 there on l 7th December . 

Also in December there were 180 at Holbeach on 3rd. 

Spott ed Redshank (Tr•i nga er yt hy,opus ) 

In s pring there were up to four at Killingholme from 29th March to 

early May and three at Gibraltar Point on 26th April. One was seen at 

Trent Falls on 4th May and there were two at Donna Nook on 23rd 

April , with one on 7th May. 

Early autumn birds were present at Gibraltar Point and 

Killingholme from m i d-June and maximum numbers were 24 at 

Gibraltar Po int on 3rd September and 90 at Terrington on 17th. 
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Smaller numbers were recor ded a t Trent Falls , Alkborough, Whitton, Barrow 
Haven , Tetney, Donna Nookv Saltfleetby, Covenham Reservoir, Huttoft, 
Chapel Point, Bardney, Spalding, the Witham Mouth and Wisbech sewage 
farm , with the last at Killi.ngholme on 10th November. 
Redshank (Tringa totanus ) 

In the early part of the year there were 276 at Terrington on 28th 
January and 411 on 26th February, and on the latter date 276 at Wainflee t , 
160 at Frampton and 334 at Holbeach. Gibraltar Point had 235 on 3rd January 
and 200 on 26th March, and there were 100 at Kill ingholme in late April? with 
110 at Tetney on 23rd May and 110 on 6th June. 

Maximum numbers in autumn were 27 0 at Tetney on 6th August, 4 00 at 
Cleethorpes in Augus t and Sep tember and a peak of 600 on 15th October . 
There were 163 at Trent Falls on 30th October and 200 at Gibraltar Point on 
23rd August, with 500 on 19th September and 300 on 2nd November . In the 
Wash, Terrington had 360 on 17th September and 4 00 on 17th December , 
with 355 at Gedney on 17th September and 210 at Holbeach on 3rd December . 
Greenshank (Tringa nebularia ) 

First of the spring was at Killi.ngholme on 8th April, with up to four 
recorded there and at Trent Falls , Messingham, Barton-on - Humber , Gox hillv 
Donna Nook , Saltfleetby, Tetney, Gibraltar Point and Burton Pits, passage 
lasting until early June . 

Returning autumn birds were seen from late June and maximum numbers 
were 18 at Tetney on 6th August, 19 a t Wi.sbech sewage farm on 16th August . 
and 19 at Terr:i.ngton on 17th September. Smaller numbers were seen at 
Trent Falls, Mess i ngha m, Barton- on - Humber, Barrow Haven, Goxhill, 
Ki.llingholme, Cleethorpes, Whitton, Graint:horpe , Donna Nook , Skidbrooke , 
Saltfleetby, Covenham Reservoir , Cadney Reservoir , Bardney, Burton Pits , 
Seacroft, Gibraltar Point, the Witham Mouth, Gedney and Holbeach. The 
last was seen at Trent Falls on 27 t h Oc tober. 
Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa fZavipes ) 

One was seen at Humberston on 24th September. (SJM,WRM,WJM) 
Accepted by British Birds. 

Green Sandpiper (Tringa oahr>opus ) 

A wintering b ird was present at Trent Falls on 13th January and a few 
b irds appeared in spring with singles in April at Barrow Haven on 22nd, 
Saltfleet on 23rd, and at Donna Nook from 25th to 30th, with fo-qr on 28th. 
One was seen a t Tetney on 1st May, then one at Gibraltar Point on 6th w ith 
another on 6th June. 

Returnin1{autumn birds were present from mid-June with a maximum of 
12 at Bardney on j3th Augus t. Smaller numbers were recorde d at Trent 
Falls, Winterton, Mess ingham , Scunthorpe, Kirton Lindsey, Cadney 
Reservoir , Covenham Reservoir, Gox hi.11 , Killingholme, Barrow Haven , 
Donna Nook, Saltfleetby, New Walthm , Ra i thby, Tetney, Chapel Pit, Spalding, 
Gibraltar Po int and Wisbech sewage farm. Most had departed by early 
November , but one was seen at Nettleham on 31st December. 
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Wood Sandpiper (Tri nga ,glareofo; 

The only spring records were at Gox h i ll on 29th May and Donna N ook 

on 31st. Si ngles were p resen t at K i llingholme on 19th June , 27t.b T,J.]y 

a nd 13th August, and Bar dney on 29th July, 3rd August and also H~h and 

9th. Other recor d s i n August we r e at Huttoft on 3rd, w ith two o n 26th , 

Wis b ech se wage farm ., with up to 1 2 in mid - month 9 Alkborough o n 20th, 

Trent Falls on 24th and Seacroft on 28th. Two were present at 

Covenham R eservoir from 9th to 21st and there were singles at 

Gi bra ltar Poi nt: on 1st, 13th, 25th to 28th and on 11th September . 

Three were p resent at Sa ltfleetby on 13 t h August and one on 20 th, with 

singles in Septemb er on 23rd a nd t he las t of the a u tumn on 30th. 

Common Sand.piper (Actitis hypol,euaos ) 

After the first a t Barrow Haven on 20th April , b i rds we re seen o n 

s p r ing p assage to early June 9 with no more than ten recorded at Tr ent 

Falls , Scunthorpe , Winterton , Winte ringham, Mess i.ngham , B arton-on ­

Humb er , East Halton , K illin gholme , Covenham Reservoir , Donna N ook , 

Bardney, Saltfleetby, Gibraltar Point and Benington. 

M aximum numbers o n autumn passage from m i d -June were 17 at 

Bar t on - on-Humber on 15th August, l 2 at Donna Nook on 31st July, 3 0 

at Covenham R eservoir on 7th August, 35 at Bardney on 4th Augu st, 

27 at Tetney o n 6th August and 3 7 at Wisbech sewage farm on 13th 

August. There w ere smaller number s at many other localiti es and the 

l ast wa s seen at Gi braltar Point on 29th October . 

Turnstone (Arenaria intel'pres ) 

Jn the early part of the year th ere were l 05 at the Witham M outh on 

1st · a nuary and 128 at Terrington on 26th February. Maximum 

numbers in autumn we re in November , w ith 200 at Gibraltar Point on 

4th an d 206 at Cleethorpes on 5th. Inland birds were fai rly frequen t at 

Trent Falls , with up to f our in early May and one or two f rom July to 

September. Covenham Re se rvoir had up to n ine from late April to t he 

end of May and up to thr ee in A ugust and Septembe r . Two were at 

Mess ingham on 31 s t July and one at Bardney on 6th August, and ten 

were present a t Alkborough on 2 0 t h August. 

Red-nec ked Pha larope (Pha laropus Z.Obatus ) 

One was p resent at Wis b e ch sewage farm from 27th A ugust to 1s t 

Sept e mber " and single s were seen on 1st October at Bardney and at 
Denton Reservoir . (JAWfv1, .JRC,ACS,Jl.f)T,D/lL 9 ,JO,RJ ) 

Grey Phalarope (Pha Zar opus fuUcaraius ) 

One flew n o rth at Donna N ook on 28th November. (R'...o) 

Pomarine Skua ,'Sterco1°ar>ius pomarinus ) 

An earl y autumn b ird was at Saltfleetby on 9th July, and there were 

singl es o n 9th A u gust and m ore frequently in September . on 9th, 10th, 

l 7 th , 18th , 19th , with three on 23rd and one on 1 st October . Also in 

Septemb er there were s i ngles on 7th, 14th and 18t h at Huttoft, then one 

at Cha p el P oint on 1st October . D onna Nook had two on 18th Sep te mb er 

an d sin gles in Oc t ober on 1 s t and 22nd . In the Humber one wa s seen at 

Barrow Haven on 23r d Septe mber. a nd at Whitton on 1st Oc tober . 
(!··iB ,ACS, PH,R:{-:9 0~.0 , MM , :31. , GPC, D/l. ) 27 



Ar c t ic Skua (Stey,,corariu. s parasiticus ) 
ln w inter two were seen at the Witham Mouth on 26th February and 

there was one spring record at Gibraltar Point on 23rd ApriL Autumn 
passage began on 1st July at Donna Nook , and the main movements there were 83 s outh on 30th September and 30 north on 1st Octobero For ty we :ve 
se en at Saltfleetby on 27th August and 68 flew south o·n 17th September" 
Also .i n September , 80 flew south at Hutt.oft on 5th, 40 flew south at 
Trusthorpe on 11th and 30 were seen on 16th9 when 30 flew south at Chape l Po inL Northerly movements at Gibraltar Point included 50 on 30th 

. August and 60 on 1 st Septem bero 

Inland there were two at Covenham Reservoir on 6th October , two at 
Trent Falls on 25th September and one at Whi tton on 1st Oct:ober o Other s 
i n the Humber included singles at K :i.llingholme and Goxhill and up to five 
at Barr·ow Haven in Augus t and early September o Birds were seen fairly 
frequently in the Wash and there were 12 at the Witham Mouth on l st 
October o Late birds were two at Donna Nook on 16th Decembero 
Long-tailed Skua (Stey;,cor•ar·ius Z.ongiaaudus ) 

Immature birds flew wes t at Killingholme on 18th September and south at Donna Nook on 1st Oct.obero {GPC, '3U 
Accepted by Bri tis h Bi.rds o 

Great Skua (S~eraorarius skua) 
Early autumn birds were three at Saltfleetby on 16th July and there 

were frequ ent records there to October o Maximum numbers occurred in 
September ~ wi th 59 south on 17th, 18 south on 18th, 14 on 30th and 22 on 
1st October . Donna Nook had records from late July to November and 
main movements were 21 south on 30th September and 14 north on 1st 
October ,, Gibraltar Point had up to six from August to Octobero There 
were three at Sa.ltfleet on 18t h August and at Trusthorpe , one on 11th and 
three on 16th September , Three were at Huttoft on 20th September , with 
one on 26th and t wo on 27th November. Two were seen at Chapel Point on 
2nd September 0 with three on 16th and also on 1st October. Singles were 
in the Humber at: Goxhill on 22nd September and :i.n the Wash at the Witham 
Mouth on 1st October o Last of the autumn was at Donna Nook on 28th 
November, With over 50 records at Donna Nook and more than 150 at 
Saltfleetby 9 1978 wa s one of the best years ever for thi s species in the 
county. 

Medi te:r:ranean Gull 1'Larus me l anoaepha"lus j 
Second year birds were seen at Donna Nook on 11 th June and 5th 

August and a first: year bir d on 31s t December , An adult was present at 
Huttoft o n 18th Septem ber J and £1.rst year birds were seen at Barrow 
Haven on 23rd September and Grimsby Docks on 23rd December o fSL ,RLo, CLO , GPC,MM ) 

Little Gull /Larus m1:nutus ) 

In s pr ing there were singles at Kill i.ngholme on 26th April and 19th 
May 9 w i th one or two from 5th to 17th June o Frequent records at Barrow Haven in May .involved at least five d ifferent birds and one flew east on 
14t h June .. At Trent Falls four flew east on 9th May and one was seen at 
Barton -on - Humber on 25th . S ingles were present at Huttoft Pit on 6th and 7 t.h May~ W :is bech sewage farm on 26th and Donna Nook on 29th May and 
18 th June. Covenham Reservoir had s ingles on 15th and 28th May and 2nd, 
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18th, 19th and 25th June . One was present at Gibraltar Point on 3rd, 4th 

a nd 23rd May and 3rd and 4th June, with two on 17th, and one was seen 

a t Immingham on 12th Jun e. 

Covenham Reservoir had thre e different birds in the first week of 

July, then two were present on 28th, with one or two from 22nd to 26 th 

August a nd one on 4 th September. Gibraltar Point had one on 4th J u l y, 

then a marked pas s a ge in l a te August, with 12 north on 20th, on e on 22nd, 

six on 23rd and three south on 27th; At Saltfleetby one was seen on 29 th 

and 3 0th July, thr ee flew south on 28th August and two on 17th September , 

and on e was seen on 1st October. Three were present at Alkborou gh on 

20th August an d one was at Trent Falls on 22nd. In September one was at 

Barrow H aven on 4th, with three west on 7th and one on 14 th and there 

were two at Wi s b ech sewage farm on 13th. Donna Nook had two on 1 7th 

September and on e on 23rd, and in December one was found dead on 8th 

a nd thr ee flew so uth on 31st. One was seen at Grimsby Docks on 15th 

August and two on 24th December . On 1 s t October three were seen at 

the Witham Mouth and also at Chapel Point and two flew south at the 

l a tter place on 24th December. In all there were over 80 records of 

which a bout 25 % w ere adults. 

Sabine' s Gull (Larus sabini ) 

An a dult was seen at Gibraltar Point on 24th and 26th August. At 

Donna Nook a n immature flew south on 17th September and an adult north 

on 1s t October. 
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Aug u st a nd a peak of 3, 000 on 29th 
Barrow H aven on 21 s t De cem ber . 

Common Gull (Lar us canus) 

Black-headed Gull (Larus r idibundus ) 

In s pring 2, 000 were feedin g on 
in se ct s at Cov e nham Reservoir on 
25th April. L a rgest numb ers wer e 
r ec orded in the second half of the 
yea r anci ther e were 15,000 at 
Grimsby Dock s in l a t e November, 
with 20, 000 on 20th D e cember. 
Donna Nook had an a utumn peak of 
2, 000 on 19th Septemb e r and 5, 000 
flew south on 3 1 s t D ecemb er . 
Gibraltar Point had 1, 000 in early 

September, and 1,000 were pr esent a t 
(AHC,JP~, lvH, ~iL ) 

I n J anua r v there we r e 1, 000 a t Tr e nt Falls and up to 500 at Gibraltar 

P oint. In a uturnn Gibralta r Point had 1,800 on 31st August a nd an influx 

of 3, 000 on 3 0 t h and 3 1 s t Decemb er. This coincided with s outherly 

:novements at Donna Nook of 2,000 on 3 0th and 4 ,000 on 31st Dec ember. 

Lesser Black- backed Gull (Larus fuscus) 

Largest numbers oc curred in a utumn, and in Jul y there were 187 at 

I<. illin g holm e on 6th and seve r a l hundr e d at Messingham on 26th. 

(;ibra l tar Poin1 had up to 5 0 in September and Octob e r and there were 

st ill 100 at Ki ll i n gholme on 4 th Novemb er . 



Herring_ Gull (Larus ar gentatus ) 

I n t he early p art of the year largest numbers were at Killingholme ._ -
rubbish t i p 0 w i th up to 5, 000 in January and February. In autumn there· 
were 1 9 100 at Terrington and 2g 200 at Gedney on 17th September. A large - · 
scale southerly movement was noted at Donna Nook in late ·Decembe,r 9 '.V,.,ith 
2, 000 on 30th and 4,000 on 31st. · · 
Iceland Guli .(LaPUs g'lauaoides ) 

.. . . 

I mmatures were seen at Barton-on - Humber on 6th A,pril a ::qdat Gri~~by 
Docks on 4th March and 28th ;;i.rid 29th April. An aduit was pre-seI1t ai: .- · 
Skegness on 2nd and 10th August and one flew north at Huttoft on 1 7th. An 
i mma ture was seen at Anderby on 24th September and, one flew south at 
Huttoft on 2 7th November. An unusual number of records. (GPC,MH,WPB,MF~EJM~RHH ,CLC 

Gl aucous Gull (La'l'us hyper boreus ) 

Two i mmatures were presen t at Barton-on-Humber on 19th January and 
a d :liferent b i rd on 6th April. Singles were seen at Killingholme on 5th and 
20th t o 22nd Januaryv with two on 23rd February, involving four different 
imm atur es . At Gr imsby Docks there was an adult on 18th February and 
two 1.mmatures on 8th April. In December three different immatures were 
seen on 2nd, 8th and 24th . Singles were seen at Cleethorpes on 1st January 
and 2nd February an d an immature at Tetney on 27th March. 
Two d iffe rent immatures flew south at Donna Nook on 30th and 31st 
December and s ingle s were seen at Saltfleetby on 29th July and 17th 
December . Immatures were seen at Huttoft on 14th September and 3rd 
Oc tobe r and an adult was present at the Witham Mouth on 1st October. 
Great Bl ack-backed Gull 1.'La'Y'us marinus ) 

(GPC,MM,DAR,HB,BW,LW, SL,PH,RHH,CLO ,FB) 

Largest: numbers occurred in the second half of the year and there was 
a m aximum of 400 at Gibraltar Point on 24th Au.gust and 25 0 at Covenham 
Rese rvoir on 23rd Sept ember. There were up to 1,000 at Boston tip in 
autumn and 1, 800 flew south at Cleethorpes on 11 th November. Donna Nook 
had a maximum of 600 on 1 st October apart from southerly movements in 
D e cember of 1 9 000 on 30th and 2 9 000 on 31st. 

Ki ttiwake ;R1;ssa t.ridaatyla ) 

Seven were seen at Goxhill and 50 at the Witham Mouth on 12th January. 
and one was at Trent Falls on 13th. Only small numbers were seen in · 
spring. t h ough there were unusual numbers at Trent Falls in Mayg with 18 
on 17th) 75 on 18t.h , 27 on 30th and 16 on 31st. One was found dead at 
Coven h a m Reservo ir on 21 st. In June, 300 were resting on the b each. at 
Saltfleet by o n 1st and 42 flew west at Barrow Haven on 12th. 

P eak numbers in early autumn included 150 at Saltfleetby on 30th July 
an d 80 at Gibral ta r Point on 4th August. At Donna Nook peaks weFe 122 
north on 1st October, 364 south on 26th November and 50 south on31st 
Decemb er. At Huttoft maximum southerly movements· were 300 o~ 27th . 
Novemb er a nd 40 on 28th December. 

Gull-bi lled Tern (GeZ.OaheZidon nilotioa) 

One was seen at Trusthorpe on 3rd September. (JRW) 
Accep t ed by British Birds. 
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Sandwich Tern (SteY'na sandviaensis} 

F irst was a t Gibraltar Point on 15th April and Trent Falls had two on 

16th, · w i th s ingles on 15th May, 4th June and 31st July. There wa s one 

othe r i nland re co r d at Bardney on 1 7th May. 

Donna Nook had a maximum of 180 on 16th July. and 25th Augus·· t and 

there were 2 00 at Huttoft on 14th September , with 250 south at 
Saltfleetby on 16th, · T~ere were up to 800 at Gibraltar Point in August 
a nd a maximum of 2,. 000 on 2nd September, with the last of the autumn 
the re on 2nd N o vember. · · · · · 

Ro seate Tern (Sterna dougaUii ) 
Two fl ew north at Donna Nook on 24th May and one was seen at 

K ill ingholme in early June , In autumn two flew north at Huttoft on 17th 
August, (s~ .DAR,RHH ,CLO) 

Common Tern (Stey,na hirundo) 

First was seen at Trent Falls on 21st April. No large numbers wer e 

recor ded and inland breeding included two pairs at Bardney, where the 
last of the a utumn was seen on 11th October . 

Arctic Tern (Stema paradisaea ) 
First of the spring was at Trent Falls on 26th April, where north­

easterly movements in early May totalled 154, with a peak of 70 on 7th, 

Also in this pe rio d there were up to ten at Killingholme and Barrow 
Haven and on 6th, 11 at Theddlethorpe, 18 at Huttoft Pit and 19 at 
Gibraltar Po int, Only small numbers were recorded in autumn, with the 

last at Trent Falls and SaHHe.etby on 8th October, 

Little Tern (Sterna athifrons ) 

F irst was at Gibraltar Point on 20th April. Breeding pairs were 80 
at Tetney, 30 at Skidbrooke , six at Sal tfleet, one at Saltfleetby, 1 2 at 
Gibraltar Point and three at the Witham Mouth, though few young were 
reared , One or t wo were in the Humber at Killingholme and Barrow 
Haven in June and July and there were 5.0 at Saltfleetby on 15th July , 
with t he last at Humberston on 9th September, · · 

Black Ter n (Chl,idonias niger ) 

After the first at Huttoft on 28th April, spring passage lasted until 

m i d -Jun e. Gibraltar P oint had a maximum of ten on 4th June and ,t here 

were s malle r numbers at Trent Falls , Barrow Haven, East Halton. 
M ess :in gha m , Covenham Reservoir, . Saltfleetby and An.derby~ 

Bir d s occurred in aut umn from m i d-July to Oct~ber and there w ~re . 

14 at Grim s by o n 2 0th _August. Peak numbers were in September , ·with 
12 at W:i.sbech s ewage farm on 6th, 31 west at Barrow Haven on 7th and 

6 .5 at Terr:ington on 1 7t h, . Smaller numbers were seen at .Trent Falls , 
KH1ingholme 9 Tetney, Covenham Reservoir, Trusthorpe, Gibraltar 
Point, B enington , t he Wit ham Mouth and Bardney, where the last was 

seen on 11th Oc tober , 



Gui llemot (V:r i a aa :ge. ) 

Two we r e found de ad at Donna Nook on 25th February and singles were 
seen o:n 29th July 9 1 2th and 30 th September and 22nd October . · There were 
more record s tha n usua l at Saltfleetby, with five south on 18th Junep 12 on. 
15th July 9 t h en one or two oc~asiqnally in late July and September. Twq 
were found d ea d at And erby 'o n 26~h February and two were seen at Chapel 
Point on 2nd Septem ber. Sing}es were recorded at Hutt.oft on 25th 
Novembe:r 9 Nor th Co a tes on 30th ' December 9 the Witham Mouth on 12th 
,January and 19th July and' Gibra l tar Point on' 2nd Jari1,1ary, with one . dead on 
1s t: April an d one pre s ent on 2 0th September . One was in the Humber at 
Go.>.!hi ll on 22n d Septemb er and one inland a t: Coven.ham Reservoir on 30th 
D ece mber. 

Donna Nook h a d two on 2nd and four on 29th July , with two on 12t h 
Augu st. At Salt fl eetby there were two on 9th and one on 16th July, with 
s :ingles o n 2 1 st August, 2nd and 17th September and 22nd October . On.e 
was i n t h e Humb er at K ill ingholme on 29th September and orre was found 
d ead at Gibral tar Po.int on 31st December . 

Black Guillemot (Cepphus grayUe ) 

On e fl. .r st oeen a t t he Witham Mouth at the end of 1977 was present 
until 3r d Janu ar y. (rB ~M!..C) 

Little Auk (A .. t e alie.' 

In January four flew north at Donna Nook on 1st and one was found 
dead at Grafo horpe on 13th. Another was found dead at Grainthorpe on 
26th February a nd o n e found stranded inland at Hagworthingham on 16th 
De cember di e d later. (Sl , KW , SEC) 

Puff in 1Frar:u• (_s1,i, Z.a at-'(Yt·iaa ) 

The only r eco1:·d s were at Saltfleetby, where a flock of ten flew south 
o n 18th Jun e a nd o n e north on 23rd July, 

Stock Dove ·cJ"(.:wnbia omas) 

At Donna Nook 9 where four pairs bred, maximum numbers were up to 
39 from January t:o May an d 26 on 10th December. Trent Falls had a 
max i mum of 20 on l ] th D ecember and there were small numbers at 
Gib raltar Point: for m o s t of the yea r apart from 3 0 on 31st December, 

}Voodpigeon :ce,Zv,mbia pal:umbus ) 

A fl.ock of 3 g 000 at Hallington on 9th February were the only large 
numbers reported i n the early part of the year . Ma:xiinum numbers at 
Donna Nook were 800 from 23rd to 25th ~rune and at Gibraltar Point there 
were 700 on 3rd November. 

·collared Dove :Bt t1eptcpelia deaaoato ) 

At Donn a Nook there were one or two occasionally in MaYand Jun·e , 
July 3 an d Sep t e mber t:o November. Gibraltar Point had one or ' two in 
Janu ary 9 up to five fro m April to September , then one or two in Octobe r 
a nd Novemb e r . 
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Turtle Dove ;'Streptope lia tu.r )tur ) 

F ir st r ecord was at Gibraltar Point on 22nd April, and in Ma,y 25 

flew west at Barrow Haven on 12th and there were 40 at Saltfleetby on 

•29 t h . A spring p eak occurred in early Jurie, witl:.i 60 at An.de r by on 
2nd 3 65 at Donna Nook and 150 at Theddlethorpe on 3rd9 · 100 a t 

Gibraltar Po i nt on '4th, then 24 wes t at Barrow Hav·en on 6th and 3 2 

west at Trent Falls on 8th. 

Ther e were 22 at Covenham Reservoir on 22nd July and sd at 

Cadney R eservoir on 15th August, but only small numbers on t he coast 

in autumn :, with the last at Nor t h Somer cotes Warren on 3rd O ctober. 

Cuckoo (CuauZ-us aanorus ) 

There was an early bird at Sleaford on 8th April , and on the coast: in 

spr ing , there were one or two at Donna Nook , five at Saltfleetby a nd four 

at Gibraltar Point. Gibraltar Point had up to six in early August and 

there were more t han usual in autumn at Donna Nook , with a m aximum 

of ten on 9th August. The las t was seen at Messingham on 20th 

September. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Cocayzus ameriaanus ) 

One was found dead at Welton - le - Mar sh on 30th October and is t h e 

fir st count y r ecord of this North American species. (RPr ) 

Accepte d by British Birds. 

Bar n Owl (Tyto alba) 

On the coast there were singles at Donna Nook on 19th Apr il and 

16th De cember , and at Gibraltar Point in late August and occasionally 

from September to November . 

Little Owl (Athene noatua) 

The only coastal records were at Donna Nook where one or two 

were occasionally seen in January, April, June to August and Octo b er 

to Dec ember . 

Tawn~ Owl (Str ix aluao ) 

The onl y coastal records were at Gib.raltar Point where one or t wo 

were seen fair ly regular ly from January to March, :in May arid June and 

from Augus t to December. 

Loni - ear ed Owl (Asia otus ) 

Up to five we r e present at t he Hobhol_e roost at the Witham M outh in 

January. In spring there we re m igrants at SaJtfle.etby on 6th Apr il, and 

i n May at Gibraltar Poi n t on 6th, North Somercotes on 8th and East 

Halton o n 18t h. · 

Migrants in autumn were seen at Saltileetby on 1 st Septemb~r· and 

13th O ctobe r. Singles were s een at Theddletho'rpe on 22nd Octob~ r , 

Humbers ton on 1 1th N ovember , and in December one came in off the sea 

at Donna N ook on 3rd and o ne was pre sent at North Coates on 6th. Up 

to seven wer e recor d e d at the Hobhole roost in November and Decemb e r. 



Short-eared Owl (Asio flarrrmeus) 

1 Birds were wide spread in the first h.alf of the year and there were five 
at Tetney on 15th January. An increase occurred in March, with four at 
Gibraltar Point on 8th, seven plus one dead at Tetney on 12th, four at 
Trent Falls on 17th and six at Baston Fen on 24th. 

Birds were again widespread from October to December, though no 
unusual numbers were seen. Singles arrived off the sea at Saltfleetby on 
26th October and Anderby on 25th November. 

Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus) 
The only birds reported were from usual breeding areas at Stapleford 

and Twigmoor. 

Swift (Apus apus) 

The first was seen at Barrow Haven on 28th April and there were 1, 000 
there on 23rd June, with 1,500 south at Donna Nook on the same day. Also 
at this time Gibraltar Point recorded southerly movements of 1,800 on 
21st, 3,000 on 23rd and 2,000 on 24th. Large numbers in July included 
2,000 at Covenham Reservoir on 1st, 5,000 north at Donna Nook on 15th 
and southerly movements at Gibraltar Point of 1,500 on 17th and 2,500 on 
23rd, with 800 on 8th August. Very late birds were seen in November, at 
Burton Pits on 4th and Rippingale Fen on 9th. 

Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) 
Breeding pairs included two or three at the South Humberside Pits 

and singles at Cleethorpes and Burton Pits. On the coast there were two 
at Donna Nook from 7th to 15th October and one on 1st December. One 
was at Theddlethorpe on 14th September, and Gibraltar Point had one on 
18th May and one or two fairly regularly from August to December. 
Hoopoe (Upupa epops) 

In May singles were seen at Anderby on 2nd and 3rd and at Tetney on 
3rd. One was present at Donna Nook on 6th June. (GWP,BW,LW,Rlo) 

Wryneck (Jynx torquilla) 

One was seen at Saltfleetby on 29th April and several birds were 
present most days in early May, with three on 2nd and four ,on 11 th. 
Also in May there was one at Tetney on 6th and one or two at Gibraltar 
Point from 6th to 9th and on 14th. The only autumn records were at 
Gibraltar Point on 4th September and at Pinchbeck on 12th October. (BMC,JRC,GPC,KA,r 

• • , , SPF ,WO S,RLa,BTO,RPe) 

' . , . 

Green Woodpecker (P~cus v~r~d~s) 

Away from breeding areas there were 
singles at Barton-on-Humber_ on 24th April 
and at Gibraltar Point on 12th August. 

34 



Great Spot t ed Woodpecker (Dendroaopos major' ) 

Away fro m breeding areas one flew west at Barrow Haven on 19th 

Augus t and one was seen at Saltfleetby on 18th October, 

Lesser SEotred WoodEecker c'Dend:t'oaopos minor ) 

B i rds were seen at Burton P:i.ts from January to May and a pair 

attempted to breed 9 though they were foiled by Tree Sparrows taking over 

the nest }J.ole. The only others reported were from Grimsthorpe Park in 

March and June, 

Skyl a r k (AZ.auda a:c,,vensis ) 

In the early part of the year there were 500 at Donna Nook on 2nd and · 

3rd January and up to 240 at Gibraltar Point in January and early Febru~ry, 

Autumn movements in October included 100 west at Trent Falls on 8th and 

100 wes t at Barrow Haven on 28th, Numbers at Gibraltar Point built up in 

November to 500 on 5th and 100 flew west on 26th, with 300 west on 18th 

December , At Trent Falls 45 0 flew south on 30th Dec-ember , 

Shore Lark (E-Nimophila alpestris) 

In the early part of the year the only records were three at Saltfleetby 

on 26th January. At Gibraltar Point there were singles in November on 

4th and 16th9 with 12 on 26th3 then two ori 9th December. Donna Nook had 

up to four from 9th to 12th November and three on 2nd and 19th Dec e mber, 

Sa11d Martin (Ri paria ripaY'ia ) 

An early b ird was seen at Gibraltar Point on 13th March and only 

s m all numbers were recorded in spring. In August l 9 000 were roosting at 

Barrow Haven on 19th0 2 , 500 were seen at Trent Falls on 20th and 1 9 200 

a t Whitton on 29th. Southerly movements on the coast included 80 at 

Gibraltar Point on 3rd August0 with 100 on 14th September and 50 at Donna 

Nook on 16th. The last were seen at Gibraltar Point on 7th November, 

Swallow :'Hfrundo rust:ic:a ) 

F irst wa s at Gibraltar Point on 18th Apri.1 3 where southerly movements 

in spring i nclude d 100 on 12th and ] 7th May and 250 on 2nd June . In May 

ther e were 100 at Saltfleetby on 4th and 100 wes t at Barrow Haven on llth9 

with 13 0 west on 12t h. 

Early autumn increases included 500 at the Witham Mouth on 19th 

July and 28.5 west at Barrow Haven on 19th August. Peak numbers 

occurred in September and regular ~ southerly movements at Gibraltar 

Poin t reached a maximum of l v 000 on 14th, with 7'50 on 15th and 16th, 

At Donna No ok 8 , 000 flew south on 16th and there were 1,5 00 west at 

Go:xhlll on ZZnd 1 with 740 roosting at Barrow Haven on 23rd, Late birds 

were fa i rly widespread in November, with the last at Gibraltar Point on 

26th. 

House ~a_rtin (Deliahon urblaa ) 

First wa s at Gibra l tar Point on 2 0th April, where there were 50 on 

13th May and 100 south on 5th June. In May there were 60 at Burton P:its 

on 10th, 50 at Barrow Haven on 11th and 30 at Covenham Rese rvoir on 15th. 
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There were 100 at the Witham Mouth on 19th July and regular 
southerly movements at Gibraltar Point in September included 100 on 14th, 
400 on 17th and 500 on 30th. Also in September there were 70 at Covenham 
Reservoir on 5th and westerly movements at Barrow Haven of 130 on 7th, 
113 on 16th and 136 on 26th, with 69 on 9th October. The last was seen at 
µibraltar Point on 26th November. 

Richard's Pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae) 
In October one was seen at Saltfleetby on 1 st and two at Donna Nook on 

10th. (MM,SL ,CRM,KA) 

Accepted by British Birds. 

Tree Pipit (Anthus trivialis) 

First was seen at Barton-on-Humber on 1 7th April 
and other passage birds in April included singles at 
Barrow Haven on 19th, 28th and 29th and at East Halton 
on 25th. One or two were recorded at Donna Nook and 
Gibraltar Point in late April and May. Trent Falls had 
one on 28th April and two on 15th May, and also in May 
there were two at Saltfleetby on 7th and one on 14th. 

There were up to nine at Gibraltar Point in late August and early 
September and occasional singles from August to October at Trent Falls, 
Barrow Haven, Donna Nook and Saltfleetby, with the last there on 16th 
October. 

Meadow Pipit (Anthus pratensis) 

Maximum coastal numbers in spring were 40 at Gibraltar Point on 
29th March and 100 at Donna Nook on 28th April. Maximum numbers in 
autumn occurred in September, with 68 west at Barrow Haven on 16th, 
and on 21st 100 were present at Killingholme and 150 at Covenham 
Reservoir. Donna Nook had peaks of 170 on 16th September and 8th 
October. At Gibraltar Point 100 flew south on 16th September and numbers 
reached a maximum of 200 on 18th. 

Rock Pipit (Anthus spinoletta) 

In the early part of the year there were up to three at Donna Nook from 
January to April and one or two at Gibraltar Point, where the last of the 
spring was seen on 23rd April. Inland there were up to six at Covenham 
Reservoir from January to March and one or two at Trent Falls in January 
and February. 

First of the autumn was at Covenham Reservoir on 2nd October and 
there were ten on 28th, with birds present to mid-November. Trent Falls 
had up to three from October to December. Peak numbers in October 
included ten between East Halton and Goxhill, five at Killingholme and 
Barrow Haven, and 13 at Donna Nook on 18th. 

Birds showing characters of the Scandinavian race A. s. littoralis 
were seen in spring, with three at Covenham Reservoir in early March 
and three at Donna Nook in April. Birds showing characters of Water 
Pipits, A.s.spinoletta., were seen at Grimsby Docks on 11th February and 
3rd and 19th March, and at Bar;ro w Haven from 2nd November to the end 
of December. (WPB, GPC) 
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. Yellow Wagi:a,il r'Moi:aaiUa fZava) 

An early b i:rd was seen at Benington on 27th March and there were ] I 

at East Halton on 25th April. Peak numbers in autumn included 11 west 

· at Barrow Haven on 19th August: and ten at the Witham Mouth on 20tho 

In September there were 50 at Covenham Reservoir on 4th9 ten at 

Gibraltar Po int on 5th and 14 at Tetney on 16tho The last was seen at 

Donna Noo k on 22nd October. 

Birds showing characters of Blue -headed Wagtai ls 9 M.f. f Zava, 

were mo r e numerou s than usuaL At Donna.Nook a pair reared thre e 

young and one or two others were seen in springo In early June a m a l e 

paired w i th a female Yellow were feeding young at ,Goxhi.ll and a pa ir 

was presen t at Grainthorpe o At Covenham Reservoir there were up to 

three f rom 22nd April to early June and one in early Septembero 

Gibraltar Point had s:ingles on 28th April and from 29th May to 6th June 

and others were at North Coates on 31st May 9 Marshchapel on 5th June 

and Bardney on 6th Augusto 

Male s sho w:ing characters of Grey-headed Wagtails 9 Mof o thunbergi, 
were presen t in May at Covenham Reservoir on 18th and 19th9 at Donna 

Nook from 2,0t h t o 22nd and at Gi.braltar Point on 23rdo (HB , BMC,Rl o, ::1~. , CRM, Gw ,TW·; 

Grey Wagtail ;"Motaailla ainerea ) 

W:int;e .ring birds were present at Fulstow in January and at New 

Waltham from January to early .May. Others were seen at Bar row 

Haven on 21st J anuary and 1st April and Kirkby-on-Bain Pits on 29th 

January. In F e bruary there were s ingles at Hall:i.ngton on 9th and a t 

L incoln from 6th to l 7th. Two were at Covenham Reservoir on 19th 

April and one at Gibraltar Po int on 10th May. Two or three wer e p resen t 

in Louth from m i d - March9 including a pair with territory up to 16th May" 

One was seen at Tetney on 25th J une, 

Gib raltar Point had s :ingles on 24th, 27th and 29th August, with 

seven south on 2nd and two on 5th September. Singles were seen at 

Trent Falls on 4th, 17th and 29th September and on 10th October . There 

were up to three at New Waltham from 24th September to the end of 

December.o One was at Barrow Haven from 3rd to 5th September 9 with 

two on 131.h and one on 7th October 9 and one was present at Covenha m 

Reservoir o n 6th Septembero Singles were seen in October at 

Theddl ethor pe on 2,nd and Louth on 3rd3 and at Lincoln on 10th November 

and 6th December , with one at Burton Pits on 23rd December, 

Pie'! Wa~_tail (MctaoiUa al.ha ) 

At Gri msby there was a roost of up to 100 in January, Gibraltar 

Point had seven on 17th April 9 and peak numbers in autumn were e i ght 

south on 30th August9 then 12 on 2nd November. 

Birds showing character s of Whit e Wagtails s M;a , aZ.ba, were seen 

at Goxhi ll on 24th February and from 17t h to 28th April. Three were 

present a t Covenham Reservoir on 28th April 9 with one or two on 14th 

and 15th May and one on 20th September. There were singles at 

Gibralta r Point on 20 t h April and f:rom 1st to 11th May. Others in May 

were at Barr o w Haven on 1s t: and 2nd 9 Saltfleetby on 11th and Donna N ook 

on 20th, with on e there on 22n d October . Singles were seen at Tet;ney 

on ls t July a nd 1 6th August:. · 
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Waxwing (Bombyo iZ-la gan,>ulus ) 

The only recor d was at Freiston on 3rd December . (AH) 
,·c ,, ...., () -J -Di pper l ·2,n,:J ~us cn:n.e 1.,US ) 

Singles were seen a t Marshcha pel on 9th February and at Spalding on 18th o c':.to b ern (,vc-:,m-: , -1'-i l 

Wren (l'Y."ugZcdy tes vx'og-Z,ody t es ) 

A t Gib raltar Point t here were up to 30 in early 
p eak of 25 on l st. May and up to 3 0 in late August. 
autumn at Donna Nook was 20 on 15th October. 
Dunno ck (PJ.,un.eZ. t.-a modutaPis ) - ,..,,.__....,.......~,--- . 

January, with a spr ing 
The maxim um :i.n 

At Gi braltar Poi n t there were up to 150 in early January and 100 in 
early February, Maximum numbers in autumn were 80 in late August 
and early September. There were up to 100 at Donna Nook in October 9 wi.th some erup ti re m ovements to t h e south, a nd 40 flew west at Barrow 
Haven on 11 th October, 

Rob in (Eri;r; haous r ubeaul-a) 

A t Donna. Nook 9 where none b red , a few occurred on spring pas s age 
from 25 th M arch to 11 t h May, with eight on 4th April. Small numbers on the coast in autu mn peaked on 2nd Octo ber , with 11 at Donna Nook and 30 
at Gi.bra lta r Point. Fifty arrived a t Burton Stather during the n i ght of 
4th/5th N ovembe r . 

Nightin~al e tfotsclnia megarhynchos ) 

The only coastal :recor d was at Donna. Nook on 1st May. Singing males 
in M ay and June inclu d e d five at Austacre Wood, three a t Twigmoor 9 a nd others at Kl.llinghol me, Broughton, Lout h , Skellingthorpe and Staplefo r d . 
Red- flanked Bluetail (Ta-r>sigey, cyanur us ) 

One was seen at. Donna Nook on 10th October. (SL) 
Accepte d by Br iUsh Bird s. 

Black Reds t an (Phoeniaux•us ochrur-os ) 

One wa s seen at Terrington on 26th February. In spring an i nflu x 
occur re d on the coast in early April. Ther e we re singles a t Hu~ersto n 
on l st9 N o.r th Coates on 2nd 9 Huttoft on 3rd9 Grainthorpe on 6th and 
Cle ethorpes on 7th an d 2 4th. There were up to five at Saltfleet from 2nd 
to 9th~ three a t Donna Nook on 4 th and thre e at Sal tfleetby on 8th. 
Gi.b raltar Point had two or t h re e d ifferen t b irds in April and early May 
and a s i ngi ng ma.le was at Boston on 3rd M.ay, 

I n Oc tober there we re up to three at Donn a Nook from 11 th to 14th and 
two at Saltflee tby on 15th. One was seen at Gibraltar Point on 1st 
November and a:no t:her was p resen t at Br i gg from mid- Novembe r to the 
end of Dec e m b e:r. 

An adult: male at: Saltfleetby from 15t h to 17th October showed . 
characters o.f the eastern races w ith orange up.der:i;>arts 9 apparently int:e r-med:l.a.te b etw een P oOoOC flX'UY'OS and PoOo phoen-iauroides. (GPC,MM,KA,SL et al l 
Under cons :id era.ti.on by British Bird s. 
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Redst art (Phoenicurus phoenicurus) 

First w as at Gibraltar Point on 28th April and there were up to five 

there to 20 th May, with up to four at Donna Nook from 29th April to 23rd 

May. Other m igrants in May were at Grainthorpe on 3rd, North Coates 

a nd Hutt.oft on 6t h , Saltfleetby on 9th and Bardney on 31 st. A pair was 

p resent at Grimsthorpe Park in late May and another pair bred near 

Scunth orpe. 

Coastal p assag e occurred from late August , though the peak was later 

than usual on 2nd October , with 24 at Donna Nook and eight at Saltfleetby 

a nd Gibraltar Point, where the last was seen on 17th October. 

Whinch a.~. (SaxicoZa rubetra) 

First was at Gibraltar Point on 23rd April and there were up to four 

t here to ~ i d - May. Donna Nook had six on 6th May and several until 

early J une. Other migrants in May were seen at Trent Falls, Barrow 

Haven, Kill ingholme, Cleethorpes , Tetney, Grainthorpe, Saltfleetby, 

Anderby and Covenham Reservoir . 

An early autumn migrant was at Gibraltar Point on 9th July, though 

birds were scarcer than usual on the coast, with peaks of eight at 

Tetne y on 27th August and ten at Donna Nook on 7th September, where 

the l a s t wa s seen on 12th October . 

Stonechat (SaxicoZa torquata) 

In the early part of the year one or two were recorded between 

January and April at Trent Falls, Barrow Haven, Grimsby Docks, 

Marshchapel, Donna Nook, Fulstow, Anderby, Huttoft, Chapel Point, 

Gib raltar Point, Lincoln, Gosberton, Holbeach and Terrington. Birds 

were more numerous in autumn, with up to four from September to 

December at Trent Falls, Barton-on-Humber, Barrow Haven, 

K i ll ingholme, Grimsby, Grainthorpe, Covenham Reservoir, Donna Nook, 

Saltfleet, Saltfleetby, Sutton-on-Sea, Hutt.oft, Chapel Point, Trusthorpe 

sewage farm, Gibraltar Poi nt, Anderby, the Witham Mouth and Wisbech 

sewage farm. 

At Donna Nook, there were two records of Siberian Stonechats 

s howing characters of either So to maura or S. t. stejnegeri . An adult 

male was seen on 23rd May and an immature was present on 7th and 

8th October . 
Both ac cepte d, by B ritis h B i rds. (SL ,RLo ,KA,PH et al). 

Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe ) 

F:irst was at Gibraltar Poi nt on 1 7th March and there was a spring 

maximum there of 27 on 2nd May. Also in May there were 25 at 

Killingholme on .5th, w ith ten at Saltfleetby and 13 at Donna Nook on 7th. 

Pairs held territory until mid-June and may have a t tempted to breed at 

Saltfleet b y and Donna Nook, and there were singles in the same period 

at Tetney, Scunthorpe and Gibraltar Point. 

B i rds occurred in autumn from July onwards, with a maximum at 

Gibraltar Po int of 15 on 24th August. Late records in November were 

at Ris by Warren on 2nd, Covenham Reservoir from 4th to 8th and at 

Gibraltar P oint on 18th. 
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Green l a nd Wheatearsa showing characters of O.o. "leuaorrhoa, were recorde d at Sa. ltfleet by on 3 0th April and 4th May, at Saltfleet on 7th May and one or two a t Gibraltar Poin t from 28th to 3 0th April. 
Rin_g Ouzel ('l ':.,i,d i,.,s tcY'quat us ) 

In s p ring the r e were singles at Gibraltar P oint from 9th April to 14th Ma y and on e or t wo at Donna Nook from 18th April to 7th May. Up to three w ere seen at Sal tflee t b y fro m 21st April to 14th May. Singles we r e at Seac roft on 16 t h A p ril and Anderby from 29th to 6th May, and there were one or two at. Theddlethorpe from 30th April to 1st May. Also in M ay ther e w e r e two at Ri s by Warren on 2nd and one on 8th, with singles at Saltfleet on lst9 Kill i ngholme on 5th and N orth Coates on 13th. Up to three we re seen :in October at Gibraltar P oint, Donna Nook 9 Saltfleetby and Ande rby , wi. th the last at the latter two localiti es on 29th. 
Blackbir d (JuPdus mer,u l -a ) 

In spring there was a maximum at Gib ral tar Point of 50 on 28th March. In O ctob er numbers at Gibraltar Point :increased to 100 on 15th and 200 on 26th. We st.erly movements included 200 at Donna Nook on 14th, 40 at Barrow Haven on 11 th and 20th and 100 at Saltfleetby on 26th. In November 500 flew wes t at; Donna Nook on 25th and many arr ived off the sea at 'Gib raltar Poin t . where 1 9 .500 wer e counted on the same day and 1 , 000 were pres ent on 26th. 

Field:fare :·Iu1,dus piZ.aris ) 
In F' e b :ru a ry there was an influx of several. hundred at Saltfleetby on 11 th and 200 flew west at Barrow Haven on 27th9 with 185 west on 28th. Spring p a ssa g e on the coast reached a peak i n early May, with 200 at Donna Nook and 1 00 at Sa.ltfleetby on 6th and 190 at Gibraltar Point on 7th. , L ate b.i.rds in .June were seen at Sa ltfleetby, with one on 3rd and 4th 9 four on 18th and one tc:1 24th. 

Two were se en at Covenham Re servoir on 17th August, but main arrival s were from late October , w ith 600 at Gibraltar Point and 300 west at Saltfleet:by· o n 26th, and westerly m o vements at Bar row Haven of 224 on 27th and 3 6 7 on 28th. There we re 200 at N e w Wa ltham on 28th and 29th , and 12 0 flew west at Trent: Fall s on ~ .st. Peak numbers occurred in N ovembe r , w ith 500 west at Bar ton -on-Humber on 20th and 500 at Gibraltar Point on 2,2:nd. Many arrive d off the sea on 25th9 when there w er e 1,000 at Gibralta r Pol.n.t 9 700 at Donna Nook and 23 0 west at Barrow Haven, with 7.50 p resen t at Salt.fl e e tby on 26th. 

Son"g_'!~~E:. :·T:or·dus phi Z.Ome los ) 
At Gi.bra lt ar P oln t there we re 30 in early January, then only small numbers unt H a u t umn. Maximum numbers occurred in October, with 75 a.t Gi b r a lta r P oi nt on 2nd, 200 west at Donna. Nook on 14th and 60 west at Saltfleetby o o 26th" 

rl d ·-· , , Redwin_g ,_ ,.,, . .r 'i.,(B 1,!,.1.,QuUS ) 

I n the ear ly part of t h e year there were 300 at Donna Nook and several hundred at S,a1l tflee t:by on 11 t h Feb ruary. Gibraltar Point had 25 0 on 21 st 
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January and 180 on 28th March. Late birds were seen at Gibraltar Point 

in early June and at Donna Nook on 9th. One was present at Gibraltar 

Point in the first half of July and there was one at Marshchapel on 12th. 

In autumn one was at Gibraltar Point in early September, but birds 

were only regular from October, with a maximum of 1, 000 on 15th. 

Donna Nook had 1,200 on 14th and 550 on 15th, and there were 1,000 at 

~ew Waltham on 29th. Five hundred were present at Burton Stather on 

5th November. Southerly movements at the end of December included 

350 at Trent Falls on 30th and 300 at Gibraltar Point on 31st . 
. 

Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus) 

On the coast Donna Nook had one or two 

in Apri l, June and November, with up to 

five in July and August. At Saltfleetby there 

were up to ten in June and July. Gibraltar 

Point had up to five from January to July, 

with up to 18 in August and September, 

then small numbers to the end of the year, 

apart from 23 west on 23rd October. 

Unusual concentrations were seen at Risby 

Warren in July, with 34 on 27th. 

Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella naevia) 

First was at East Halton on 20th April; on the coast there was one 

at Donna Nook on 23r d , and several pairs stayed to breed at Saltfleetby. 

Late bird s in October were two at Killingholme on 5th. 

Sedge Warbl er (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) 

First was at Barrow Haven on 18th April and there were 15 at 

Killingholme on 5th May, with up to 20 at Gibraltar Point from May to 

July. The la s t was seen at Saltfleetby on 8th October. 

Marsh Warbler (Acrocephalus palustris) 

A singing male was seen at Donna Nook on 28th May. (SL) 

Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus) 

First was seen at Burton Pits on 21st April and only small numbers 

were recorded on the coast in spring. Peak numbers in autumn were on 

2nd September, with 30 at Huttoft and eight at Gibraltar Point. The 

last was seen at Barrow Haven on 28th October . 

Icterine Warbler (Hippolais icterina) 

One was seen at Donna Nook on 23rd August, and singles were seen 

at Gibraltar Point on 1 st September and trapped on 6th. (BMC,ES,AM,JS,BTO) · 

Barred Warbler (Sylvia nisoria) 

Singles were trapped at Saltfleetby on 19th August and Gibraltar 

Point on 8th September, and one was seen at Donna Nook on 5th November. 

(PC,JRW, BW,BTO,SL) 
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Lesser. Whi tethr oat (Sy Z.V ia curruca ) 
F i rs t was at Gib ral tar P o in t on 29th A p ril a nd sma ll numb e rs occurred 

on t h e coast in s p ring, wi.th u p to th ree at D on n a N ook and four a t 
Gib raltar P o i nt in M ay. M aximum n umb ers in a u tumn w e r e 16 at 
Gi b ral ar P oint on 24th Aug u st a nd the last was seen there on 7t h Octobe r . 
Wh itethro~t (Sytvia aommunis ) 

F irst was at Gibraltar P oint on 26th April, and t h ere was an autumn 
maximum there of 2 5 on 17th A ugust9 with 25 at Sa l tfle e tby o n 24th, The 
las t was seen at Saltfleetby on 1 1 th Octob er, 

Gar de n Warbler (Sylvia boY.'in) 
First was at Gi braltar P oint on 29th April a nd one or t w o wer e 

r ecor d ed there a n d at Donna N ook in s p ring. In a utumn smalle r numbers 
th a n usual were seen on the coast, with up to three fro m Augu st onwards 
a t Cleeth o rp es , T etney9 D o nna N ook , Sa l tfl e etby a nd Gibraltar Point, 
where the l ast was p resent on 7th October . 

Blackcap (Syl1-1ia a1::-1'1:aap1~Ua) 

Wintering b irds were seen at Cl eethorpes fro m 1 3th t o 15th F ebrua ry 
and on 6th and 23rd March, with one at L outh fro m 2 0t h to 23rd March, 
Small numbers occurred on t he coast in s p rin g, w ith up to six at Gibralta r 
P oint, In autumn maximum n u m b ers were :in O ctob er·, with t e n at 
Gi b raltar P oint on 14l::h and e i ght at Donna N ook o n 15th, L ate birds were 
present in D ecember 9 with two at G ibraltar Point o n 9 t h a nd sin gles at 
Gr i m s b y a n d Seacrc1ft o n 26th. 

Arctic WarJl,ler. 1PhyUo soupus _ boreal is ) 

One was seen at Humberston on 10t h Octob e r . (GPC) 
Ac cepted by British Birds . 

Wood War bler t'Phyl-foscopus sihi'latrix) 
In s p ring one was seen at An d erb y on 28th A p r il a nd t h e re wer e several 

singi ng males jn M ay, w ith two at Burton P i ts on 6th and sin g l es at N o rth 
Somer cotes on 16th and W eel sby Woods on 22nd. On e or t wo were s i ng ing 
at T wigmoor fro m 29th May to 25th J u n e. 

ln autt1mn there were two at T etney on 1 0th Au gu st a nd on e at 
Saltfleetb y from 19th to 2 1 st. Gib raltar Point had singles t rapped on 12th 
a nd 17th August 9 with others seen on 2 7th a n d on 2nd Se pte mbe r, then 
three on 2 0th. (W ,t':-!, Mw'/ ~L , RKN , J:-! , GPC, MM, 3MC, ,JRC, W1-l/'1G,RLa) 

Chiffchaff (Phyllosaopi,,i, s coZ.Z.ybii:a ) 
A wintering bird was at Saltfleetby on 5 th Fe b r u ary a nd an eady 

sin ging male was present at Pinchb eck o n 11th M ar c h-, Ma in spr ing 
arrivals were from late March an d there were a fe w o n t h e coast in s pring 
a t Donna Nook 9 North Som ercotes, Saltfleetb y a nd Gi b r a lta r Poi nt. In 
autum n there wer e u p to three at Gi b raltar P oint f rom la te Au gust , with 
o n e or two at Cl eethorp es and Donn a N ook. where th e l as t wa s r ecorded on 
9th Novem b er. 
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Willow W_arb_ler ,·Phyl Zosaopus rrochilus ) 

F irst wa s a t Bur ton Stather on 1 st April a nd p assage on the coast in 

May i ncluded up t o 1 2 at Gib raltar P oint:v with ten at Sa ltfleetby on 3r d 

and 16 at D onn a Nook on 4th. M axi.mum numbers in autumn were 43 at 

Gjbraltar Point on 19 th Augu s t and 2 1 s t D onna N ook on 7th September. 

A la te b ird was still s inging a.t G ib ra l t ar P oint on 3rd November. 

Goldcrest 'Regu lus Fegulus ) 

A few b ird s w ere pres ent o n the c oast in the early part o f t he year 

and there was only a s ligh t spring p assagev wi th a maximum of ten at 

Donna N o ok on 4th Ap r i L In autumn b i r d s were seen o n the coast from 

m i d - A ugust a nd t h ere. wa s a n influx on 2nd Oc tob e r, with 33 a t Donna 

N ook, 40 at G ib raltar P oint and 1.5 0 at Saltfleetby. M ost soon moved on 9 

but there were 50 at G ibra ltar P oint o n 4th Novemb er, 

Firec:1'est (Regu l us igniaapiUus ) 

In s pr ing there were s l ngl es at Gib raltar Point on 30th March 9 

Donna N ook on 2nd April a nd Goxhi ll on l 7 th . Also three w ere trapped 

at Saltfleetby on 31st March , 1st a nd 2;,rs'.t Apri l. The only autumn 

record w as one at Gibra ltar Point on 11th October . (BW,PW, .SL , GPC , PC , J RW,RLa ) 

~otted Flyc a tcher (Musaioapa str,iata) 

F irs t was at Saltfleetby o n 6th May and t h ere wa s a maximum of 

five at yib raltar P oint on 3 0 t h v w i th o n e or two at D onn a Nook in late 

M ay and early J une . Autumn m i grants appeare d on the coast from late 

August9 w ith up to three a t Saltfleetby 9 four at Gib raltar Poi n t in m i d ­

Se ptember and t he last th ere a nd at Donna N ook on 2nd October . 

Red- breas ted Flycatcher (Fiaedul-a parva ) 

In October singles were seen at Saltileetby on 1st and Donna Nook on 

2nd. (0,U 

Pied F lycatcher (F'iaedul,a, hypo l.euca) 

In s p ring b :irds were m o r e w ' de s pr ead t han usual 9 with the first at 

Salt fle et o n 29 th April and singl es there on l st a nd 6th May. Ot h er 

re cords were :in M ay, w ith up to four at Gi b ralta r Poin t fr1om 1st to 

11 t:h. T here were one or two at Saltfl eetb y from 3rd to 14th, . two at 

Sea.croft on 8 th and t wo at N orth Somercotes on 13th, with one on 20t h , 

Sin gles were present at D onna No ok betwe e n 4 t h and 23 rd and others 

were at F riskney D ecoy on 7t h and L outh on 10th. 

B irds we.re s carc er t h a n usual :l.n autumn and occurred fro m 9th 

August at Gibraltar P oint, w ith a maximum of nine t h ere on 7th 

September and l 2 at Donna N ook a nd ten at Saltfleetby o n the same day. 

Smaller num b ers were recorded at Cl eethorpe s, The ddlethorpe and 

Seacroft9 with the last at Donn a Nook on 12th October , 

Bear ded Tii ✓Panurus biarmicus ) 

Two were seen at KU Hngholm e on 2 0 th January and t wo at Whitton on 

1 2th M ar ch 9 and t h ere were si ngles a t Ander by and Chapel Pit in April 

a nd early M a y . Abou t 15 p airs b red at the Sout h Humbe r B a nk Pits. 



In autumn erupting £locks of up to 15 from Blacktoft Sands were occasionally seen at Trent Falls from mid-September to early November. One was at Ander by on 23rd September and there were two at Chapel Pit on 25th November. Up to ten were recorded at Huttoft in October and November. . 
I 

In October, 11 flew south at Donna Nook on 7th and two were seen on 30th, and there were two at Wisbech sewage farm on 8th, with three on 1 4th. Two or three were present at Saltfleetby on 4th November. 
Long-tailed Tit (Aegitha.Zos caudatus ) 

In the early part of the year there were nine at Gibraltar Point on 13th January and up to six from late February to the end of March. In autumn bird s were present on the coast from late August •to December, with maximum numbers in October. There were ten at Cleethorpes and 17 at Gibraltar Point on 11 th, 15 west at Barrow Haven on 18th, 11 at Th.eddlethorpe on 22nd, 22 at Donna Nook on 27th and 20 at Saltfleetby on 29th. Marsh Tit (Parus paZustris) 

Birds were reported from Ingoldsby and Temple Woods in the south­west of the county, where the species seems to be found most frequently 1n Lincolnshire. 
Willow Tit (Parus montanus) 

On the coast Donna Nook had two on 4th April a nd singles on 8th and 10th October . One or two were recorded at Gibraltar Point from July to September. 
Coal Tit (Parus ater) 

One was at Saltfleetby on 25th February, but unusual number occurred on the coast in autumn from September onwards. One or two were at Cleethorpes from September to December, with four on 30th October. Donna Nook had several records from late September to early November, with five on 11th October. Two were present at Saltfleetby on 9th September, with eight on 19th. Up to three were recorded fairly frequently at Gib raltar Point from September to December. There were several westerly movements at Barrow H aven from late September to early November, with a maximum of six on 11th October. 
Blue Tit (Parus caeruleus) 

On the coast maximum numbers at Gibraltar Point were 30 on 29th March and 40 on 2nd September. A party of 16 were trapped at Saltfleetby on 16th July and numbers at Donna Nook reached a peak of 20 in early October. 

.,!rt ·/: · ·. 
" . ~·· -,....- .• ........ 
~ 

Great Tit (Parus major) 

Birds were present all year at Gibraltar 
Point, with a maximum of 20 on 20th August. 
At Donna Nook there were one or two in April and May and from late August to October. 
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Nuthatch (Sitta europaea ) 

The only birds reported were from Grimsthorpe Park, which is 

per haps the stronghold for the species in the county. 

Treecreeper (Certhia familiaris) 

On the coast singles were seen fairly regularly at Gibraltar Point 

from July to December and one was trapped at Saltfleetby on 22nd 

September. 

Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus) 

In May males were seen at Wrangle on 4th and Gibraltar Point from 

6th to 8th, and one was singing there on 27th June. (RPe,DTP,SD,RLa et al ) 

Isabelline Shrike (Lanius isabellinus) 

One trapped at Donna Nook on 28th October stayed until 30th and was 

seen by many observers. It showed characters of the race 

L. i.phoeniauroides, which breeds in Russia and Iran east of the Caspian 

Sea. (CRM,RLo,SL et al ) . The first county record. 

Accepted by British Birds. 

Red-backed Shrike (Lanius aoiiurio) 

In May there was a male at Saltfleetby from 21st to 23rd, a male at 

Donna Nook from 21 st to 22nd, with two females on 25th and singles at 

Saltfleet on 28th, Grainthorpe on 30th and at Risby Warren on 2nd June. 

A pair was present at a site near Grimsby from 20th May to the end of 

July, nesting successfully and rearing five young. None returned to the 

1977 breeding site on the Wolds. In autumn birds were very scarce, 

with singles at Saltflee tby on 9th and 18th August and at Donna Nook 

from 2nd to 10th October. (KA,BMC,SL, HB,JH,WJM,BW,JRW) 

Great Grey Shrike (Lanius exaubitor) 

In spring there were singles in April at Saltfleetby from 3rd to 9th 

and on 30th, at Cleethorpes from 6th to 8th, at Gibraltar Point from 

10th to 16th and at Donna Nook from 3rd to 7th, with one or two on 8th 

and 9th May. Also in May there was one at Seacroft on 13th. Birds 

were very scarce in autumn, with singles in October at Gibra l tar Point 

on 1 s t and Donna Nook on 1 s t and 2nd. 

Woodchat Shrike (Lanius senator) 

An immature was seen at Donna Nook on 6th August. (SL) 

Accepted by British Birds. 
Jay (Garrulus glandarius) 

The only record away from breeding areas 

was at Barrow Haven on 18th April. 
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i 'p c ' I Magp __ e 1 i aa pwa ,; 

At: Donna N ook s m a ll numbers were p res ent all year 9 with a maximum 
of 14 on 11th Novemb er. M aximum numbers at Gi braltar Point were 15 
on 4 th February·, 14 on 24th Au gu st a nd 19 on 25th November. 
Jackdaw 1Cc1•vus monedufo ) 

A t Donna Nook, where one pai r bred, up to six were recorded. 
Gibraltar Point. had two on .2:ls t M arch and up to three occasionally in May 
and early .J-une and u p to four in October and D e cember . 
Rook .'CoPZ:i,.iB frugl- £.e,gw'i ) 

A t Donna Nook there were u.p to 6 0 in M ar ch a nd 50 in Apr i L In 
autumn b irds were presen t m ost o.f O ctob er, w ith 1 20 on 27th and 100 on 
5th Nov e mb er. Gibra. l tar Po int had oc casional records of up to three in 
the first half of the year , s ingles in August, 13 on 2nd October and a 
few sou th in November . 

Carrion Crow :'Co1"1)us ocx0one ) 

In the early part of the year the re were up to 12 at Donna Nook in 
J a nuary and 1 2 on 3 0th May, and Gibraltar P oint had up to nine in March. 
In autumn numbers on the coas t reac he d a p ea k :i.n l ate October , with 60 
at Sal til eet:by on 19th9 15 at Donna N ook on 2 .1.st, 30 to 4 0 at Gibraltar 
Po i n t from 21 st. to 29th and ten at the Wi tham Mouth on 27th. 

Hoo ded Crows s howing characters of C. ac<:tornix were much scarcer 
than usua L In J anuary there were singles at K irkby Moor on 29th and 
Ki rkby-on-Bain Pits on 2nd, with two on 5th February. One was seen at 
Coven.ham on 4th February and t h ere were singl es i n March at North 
Coates 1 at Barrow Haven o n 15th9 Ful sto w on 17th and Donna Nook on 
27th. Gibraltar P oint ha d singl es o n 22nd J anuary9 5th February, 9th 
and 11th March and 2:nd May. Even fewer we re seen in autumn, and the 
only records were :ln. Nove mb er at Donna Nook o n 3rd and Gibraltar 
Po in t on 4th. 

Starlin~ ;'Si1,~1111,us 1}u Zgaris ) 

In the early p a.rt of the year there we .re 5 00 at: Gibraltar Point: in 
J a nu ary a nd an :increase at the end of March to 1 9 000 on 29th. A 
spectacular move m ent occurred in J une, with 15 9 000 no'f"th at: 
Salt..fleetby on 19th , then westerly mov e ments at Barrow Haven of 3, 500 
on 2 0th ,=m d 3, 25 0 on 2 .1 st. In autumn there were 2~ 00 0 at Barrow Haven 
on 22nd Augus t 1 an d in O c tober 3 9 000 on 18 th 9 w ith 2 9 500 north at Donna 
Nook on 28th. ln November there wer e 5, 000 at Gibraltar Point on 4th . 
and a bout 10 9 000 fle w south at Cleetho r pe s on 12t h . 

House SEar:row (l?asse:t' domest1;aus } 

A t Gibraltar P oint: there were 250 on 2nd J anuary and up to 100 in 
Novemb er and December. There we re 100 at Donna Nook in June and 
September and a m aximum of 4 00 on 2 0th O ctob er. Up to 200 were 
present in the first half of November and 50 flew south on 10th and 11th. 
A t Barrow Haven ther e were wes terly m ovements of 94 on 11th and 123 
o n 28t h Oc tob er. 

46 



Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus) 

In January 2, 000 were present at Scunthorpe, and 300 at Donna Nook, 

where 75 pairs bred and up to 100 were present in autumn. On 19th 

August 71 flew west at Barrow Haven. Gibraltar Point had up to 50 for 

most of the year and a peak of 110 on 14th May. 

Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) 

In the early part of the year up to- 85 were wintering at Donna Nook 

and 60 at Gibraltar Point, where souther l y movements of up to 35 were 

occasionally seen in March and April. In autumn increases were noted 

in October and 58 flew west at Barrow Haven on 28th. Donna Nook had 

regular southerl y movements, with 4 0 on 12th and 15th October and on 

11th November, Up to 120 were present in late December. At 

Gibraltar Point 50 flew west on 7th October, then 100 were present on 

27th and on 5th and 6th November,. with smaller numbers for the rest of 

the year. 

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) 

In January there were up to 350 at Burton Pits, 60 at Doddington and 

50 at Scunthorpe. Small numbers were seen until spring at Barrow 

Haven, East Halton, Donna Nook, Barton-on-Humber, Gibraltar Point, 

Spalding, Hartsholme Park and Weelsby, with the l ast at Saltfleetby on 

8th May. 

First of the autumn was at Saltfleetby on 30th September. The main 

influx occurred in October and 56 flew west at Barrow Haven on 27th. 

Small numbers moved south regularly at Donna Nook, with 41 on 11th 

and 30 on 12th October, and there were 25 at Gibraltar Point on 28th, 

then 50 on 18th November. Also in November ten flew west at Trent 

Falls on 5th and 12 on 9th. 

Greenfinch (Carduelis chloris) 

Up to 180 were present at Donna Nook in 

early January and there were 350 at Gibraltar 

Point in January a nd ear l y February. In 
October regular movements at Donna Nook 

reached a peak of 9 0 south on 11 th and up to 

50 flew west at Goxhill "in mid-month. 
Numbers at Gibraltar Point reached a 
maximum of 80 on 3rd November and there 

were 100 at Trent Falls on 30th December. 

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) 

Small numbers were present at Donna Nook and Gibraltar Point in 

the early part of the year, but the main spring passage occurred in May. 

There was a peak of 70 at Gibraltar Point on 10th, westerly movements 

at Barrow Haven of 170 on 11th and 222 on 12th, and 60 north at Donna 

Nook on 23rd. The only large numbers in autumn were at Gibraltar 

Point, with up to 100 from late August to early November and a 

maximum of 150 on 16th September. 
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Sisk i n !'Cariduelis spinus) 
In J anua r y the r e w ere up to 3 0 at B oultha m P ark , L incoln and ~i ght w e re seen at Hartsholm e P ark on 13th F e bruary . Two w e re present at B os ton o n 27th F e b ruary. In M ay ten w e r e seen a t Burton P i ts on 1 s t, · and singles o ccurred at N orth So m er cotes on 9 t h and Barro w Haven on 12 th . G i b raltar P oint had tw o o n 4 th and three on · 1 2th Janua ry, and in M a y thr ee on 6th a nd 7th, w i th s i n g l es on 9th a nd .l~th. 
B ird s w ere s carce in autumn , w:ith singl es at Barr o w Haven on 26 t h Septe mb er dnd Gi b raltar P oint o n 2 1st O ctob ero Donna Nook had one or t wo fro m 8 th to 15th O ctober a nd singl es on 6 th a nd 17 t h N ovember , 

Li nnet ;'CardueU s aannabi na) 

Up to 170 w e re p resent a t Gibraltar P o i.n t ~.n e arly January 9 then 
s m a ll e r n u mber s until s p r i ng w hen u p to 3 00 o ccurr ed fr o m m i d - April , w ith southe rly m ove m ents o f 1.50 on 18th a nd 2 l sL Als o i n Apr il there were 15 0 at Salt.fl eetb y on 28th and o n the sam e day 140 flew north at Donna N ook , with 150 south ther e o n 4th M ay. A t B a rr o w H av e n 79 flew we st on 1 2th M ay. 

In autum n there w ere we ste rly movem ents at B a rrow H a ven of 48 on 2 7th and 62 o n 3 0th S e p tember, wit:h 4 2 o n 28 t h October. On the c o as t pas sage was not ver y w e ll m ark e d a p a r t fro m 450 s outh at Donna Nook on 8 th O ctob er , 
Twit: e (Ca.FdueUs fl.a:;i-:t·c- str,,is ) 

In the early part of the y ea r t:here w ere 16 0 a t B en ingto n , 150 at 
Fra mpton and 16 0 at Terr:ington on 28th J a nuary , t h e n 150 at G i b r altar Poi n t on 4th Feb ruary . T here was a strong p a s sage at Trent Falls from 4 th M ar ch to 19th A p ril, w ith a m aximum of 110 on 24th March; 
pr esuma bly these w ere b ir d s retur ning to b re ed on the Pennin e s . Last of the s p rin g was at Covenha m R ese r voi r o n 22nd Apr il, 

F irst of the autumn wer e at Saltfl.ee tby on 23 rd S e p tember , w i th a maxi.m u m there of 100 on 2nd Oc tob er and 100 a t Donna N ook o n 8 t h . Maxi mu m num b ers at Gib raltar P oin t w ere 200 on 4th November and. 150 on 9th D ecemb er , Up to 5 00 w e r e p resent at t h e Wi tham M ou t h fr o m October to D e c e mb er. On 3 r d D e cemb er th ere were 400 at B e n in gton , 730 at Frampton a nd 25 0 at K i.rton 9 w 0

t h 4 2 0 at T erringt on on 17 th . The only reco r d s 0.n the Humb er we re five at Goxhil l o n 27th Sep t ember a nd one at Tr e n F a ll s on 20 th. D e c e mber, 
·Redpoll ,:·ca1,due Z.1,s f l arrarwa) 

M ain s p ring passage o c c u. r r " d in M ay9 w H h up to 50 a t G ibral tar Point and 2 0 at D o nna. N ook" a nd 5 1 w es t a t Barro w Ha ven o n l 2th, In autumn 200 fl e w n orth at Salt.flee t.by on 2 7t h A ugust, wHh 100 pre s ent on 2nd Oc t ob er 9 and the re was a p eak of 1.5 0 on 7th Sept ember at G ibraltar Point. · 
B fr d s showin g c hara c t e r s of M ealy R e dpo ll s 9 Cof.fiammea, were seen a t Saltil eetb y on 3rd J a n uary a nd Do n na N o ok o n 1 1 t h F e brua r y . 
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Crossbill 'L-.. xia av,r.; 1;,"os i'::ni,; 

The only records were fo J une1 w ith two at Donna N ook on l i'th ·a nd 

. a:bout 2 0 at Stapleford Woods , Inclu d ing several j uveniles 9 on t he_- sam e 

d<:3-y; a j uven ile was trapped at Gib raltar P oint o n · 19th. · (Slj.RB ,RLai · 

·Bull.finch . (Pyr1°hu fo py'l°I'hi.la i 

B ir d s were presen t all year at Gib raltar P oint, w i th up to n ine in 

J anuary and up t o s i x from Septemb er to D ecember . D o n na N ook had up 

to three occasionally from late Octo b er to early D e c e mb er. B ird s 

showing characters of the northern race Po popyPrhuZa were seen in 

Octo b er 9 w:i.th two m a l es at K ilUngholme o n 7 t h 0 a nd a m ale at Barrow 

Haven on 7 th 9 then two m ales and a fem ale there on 25th. 

Hawfinch 1·coeoo-t:h:c0austes ooacoi·hraus·ies) 
--~-- . 

On e was seen at Wa dd:i.ngham o n 2 0 th M arch an d a male wa s trappe d 

at Sea.croft on 2 1st 1viay. A j uven:ile was present at South Thoresby on 

29th July. 

_Lapland Bunting (Cafoa't'b./is 2-c..ppcm;ous ) 

ln J anuary there we re u p to s:ix at T etney in t he first half of t h e 

m onth and o ne at N orth Coates on 14th. On e was seen at D onna N ook on 

8th January. w:ith two on 1 2th February~ a nd ther e we re seven at 

GoxhHl on ] 9th J anuary. In the Wash there were up to four at the 

Witham Mouth in J anuary and February a nd ten at K irton o n 16th 

February. 

Jn autumn b i rds were pr esent at D o nna Nook from 2nd October to 

12th N ov ember, w i th eight on 18th Octob er. Up to four were seen at 

Saltfleetby .from m:id - October t.o mid-November an d one flew nor th at 

Gr i m s b y on 21 st Oc tober. B ird s were reco rded in t h e Humber i n 

October 9 with one at East Halton. on 12th, two west at Goxhill o n 17 t h 

and one wea t at Trent Falls on 2 8 th. Also six flew west at Barrow H aven 

on 6th D ecembe r . The only recor d s in the Was h were singl es at the 

Witham Mout h o n 15th Oc tob er and 9th D ecember , .with three o n 5 t h 

N ovemb er ,, and o ne at T erdngton o n 17t h D e cember . 

Snow Bunting 'PZec~-t;rophenax nival1,s ) 

Jn the ea:rly part of the year maxim um numbers were 95 a t 

G i br a l tar P oint on 4 th J a nuary ~ with u p t o 6 0 to M ar ch, and there w e r e .· 

32 at Sea.cr oft o n 22nd J anuary. T here were 2 0 at T etney on 3rd J anuary 

an d 24 at K irton on 16 t h Februar y . Two flew east at Trent Fall s· on 15fh 

February and there we re n ine fo l and at U tter b y on 1 9th 9 . w i th the las t e>f . 

the s pring a t Covenham Reservoir on 26th M arch. 

First of the a u tum n was at Gibraltar Point on 2nd October and · 

maximum numbers were 3 0 t h ere on 25th N o v e mb er and 33 at Donna 

N ook on the sa m e da te. The only Inland r cord was one west at T rent 

Falls o n 2 .1 st October. 



Yellowhammer (Emberiza aitrinella) 
In the early part of the year there was a maximum of 31 at Gibraltar Point on 4th F e b r uary and 40 were present at Covenham Reservoir on 5th. Up to 30 w e re present at Donna Nook in early October, with a few moving south. At Goxhill 28 flew west on l st November and numbers b11ilt· up at Gibraltar Po int to 25 on 30th December. ) 

Ortolan Bunting (Emberiza hortulana) 
A male was present at Gibraltar Point on 6th May. (DTP,JW et al ) 

Rustic Bunting (Emberiza rustiaa) 
An immature was trapped at Gibraltar Point on 1st October. (RLa,KA,PE et al) Accepted by British Birds. 
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Reed Bunting (Emberiza sahoenialus ) 
In the early part of the year there were 

150 at Gibraltar Point on 15th January and 
80 at Donna Nook on 11 th February. In 
autumn 28 flew west at Barrow Haven on 
25th September and 50 were present at 
East Halton on 12th October. Maximum 
number at Donna Nook were 120 in the 
second half of October and up to 100 were 
present at Trent Falls in November. 

Corn Bunting (Miliaria aalandra) 
At Donna Nook there were up to five all year and maximum numbers at Gibraltar Point were 22 on 1st January, 25 in March and 30 on 31st D~cember. 
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