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CYd _ wildZén alLidcolnstréland UK first?

As promised in last months eNewsletter, ‘P "TATW i V™ N\ F] Be W,
more details on the mystery warbler caught
at Marston STW.

il
~ | Presumed Marsh x Sedge Warbler hybrid ”
Marston STW, Lincolnshire . 06-09-2022

Cid _nhiGzZduh_~ GiuCNdu-
net over water in the reed bed at Marston

STW on 7th September 2022, during a few
good days when a Spotted Crake was seen in
the same net ride a few days earlier, and a
Red-backed Shrike caught just a few metres
away on 5th September!

This bird was one of three birds side by side
in the bottom shelf of the net, the middle bird
between a Sedge and Reed Warbler. Initially
my first thought that it was a Paddy field
Warbler, but upon extracting the bird, realised that the wing shape (pointed rather than rounded) and

dniGh1 DT Z16NG Gdud _ GuéNh -  G6° G G° ZTdnN° NdHZ G6NEdu1 Nh
round first, by which time local birder , Dave Roberts, arrived on site, and he was just as stumped as | was. Using
Z7d NI ZddGzZ d¢irZ1 6N 68/ ¢fdnGaaéen ~zid GirNhduad_~ Cir CNd” - G
were left with the conclusion that it was a hybrid. Initially | assumed it was a Reed x Sedge Warbler hybrid,

based on appearance and colouration, but subsequent measurements suggest Marsh x Sedge Warbler.

The most noticeable thing about this bird was the prominent eye - stripe, which is lacking in Reed Warbler. The
general colour of the bird was similar to Reed Warbler, but with very dark centres to some feathers, especially
the tertials.

Mystery Warbler Juvenile Reed Warbler

Photos showing the dark centres to feathers, particularly the tertials
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Sedge Warbler
76mUT g 46N ~1di ¢ GV6ZG. 6H Zid nhilGZduh GTuUuCNdli GiI Z1 »d
As is standard practice with identifying warblers, a wing formula measurements as well as standard wing -length

were taken and were: -

Wing length 71mm

Wing Point (WP) [longest primary] 3rd

Emarginated to 3 rd only

\TGe¢Nh N6Z1 ¢di CNd' _ NDoddpdniaty @B mmNNdG GdaC 6#H

Wing Formula

Primary No. 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Measurement -2 WP | -2 -4 -6 -9 -12 | -14 |-16
(mm)

Tail 52mm - rounded 8mm

My initial thoughts, based on colouration were that it was a Reed x Sedge Warbler hybrid, however, the
measurements suggest that it was more likely to be a Marsh x Sedge Warbler hybrid based upon the following:

The wing length was 71mm, avera ge for both Reed and Sedge Warblers is 66 « 67mm, whereas Marsh Warbler
averages 71« 72mm.

The notch on second primary was 9.5mm  « itis 7.5-11.0mm in Marsh Warbler and 9.5 - 13.5mm in Reed Warbler.

The notch/wing ratio was 0.133, within the Marsh Warbler r ange of 0.107+ 0.157, and outside the Reed Warbler
range of 0.144 « 0.200.

A shed tail feather was saved and has been sent to Professor Martin Collinson at Aberdeen University, for DNA
testing, so hopefully we will find out in due course exactly what this bird was.

Either way, it would appear that hybrid Reed x Sedge and/or Marsh x Sedge Warblers are very rare and | can
only find three previous documented instances, none involving the UK.

©3



The Heron - Lincs Bird Club eNewsletter Issue December 2022

(1) A Reed x Sedge Warbler caught in Finland on 07/08/1982 closely foll  owed by three more within a week,
making the Finnish ringers suspect they caught four from the same brood on site.
https://britishbirds.co.u  k/wp -content/uploads/article
_files/V78/V78_N09/V78_N09_P434 437 A103.pdf

(2) A Marsh x Sedge Warbler, identified from DNA, which held territory in Trondheim in Central Norway in

three successive years; 2007, 2008 and 2009. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10336 -009-
0469-0

(3) A Reed x Sedge Warbler hybrid caught by ringers on 6 th September 2015 in Loire Atlanti que, France.
http://birdhybrids.blogspot.com/2016/03/sedge -warbler - x- eurasian-reed-warbler.html?m=1

Little Auk down the drain!

Chris Holliday G 1 ZQ@himy regular walk along the East Fen Catchwater drain between Stickford and Stickney at
15:40 | spotted an unusual little black and white bird swimming upstream.

| took photographs and videos which | submitted to Lincsbirding on Facebook. It was identified as a little auk. It
GdNnz 6272 6" fi1dG TNE ¢6zNenN_7z Cd HE6zNE ThT 1N, Cid N6¢ET

| was advised that it may not survive. 48 hours later | went to look for it and spotted a dead bird upside down at the
edge of the water about 500 yards upstream from the previous sighting.

Photos all by Chris Holliday

Little Auk at East Fen Catchwater 16" November 2022
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Little Auk at East Fen Catchwater 16" November 2022

|l t6s been a good month for Little Auks in Li

These three birds were photographed on 21st November 2022 flying south at Mablethorpe by Andrew Chick

Little Auk at Mablethorpe 21/11/22




The Heron - Lincs Bird Club eNewsletter Issue December 2022

NEW YEARS DAY BIRD RACE 2023

We would like to invite as many birders as possible to take part in the Lincolnshire 202 " xdG adiua_a =

—

race event.

Similar to previous years, birders can choose what areas they wish to visit, whether it be your local patch or you

may fancy going somewhere completely different. There are no time constraints, you can contribute for as little
or long as you like on the day. It would be great to cover as many different habitat types in the county as

possible to maximise the species count. We will then tally up all the species recorded collectively and see what

total we can get. This event has been quite successful the last couple of years with an incredible 146 species
recorded in 2022 and an equally impressive 144 species in 2021. Can this total be beaten in 20237

Highlights from previous years have included: White  -tailed Plover (EastHalton - " " * " 7" - " » 1 ¢T7T 104 ¢€ _ G
Frampton Marsh - 2022) and Smew (BastonPits~* " " * ” .~ x6Z Z6 mdNRZi 6N 6zZ7du" GUd

Tundra Bean Goose, Cattle Egret, Water Pipit and Caspian Gull.

The above species just go to show that you never know what you might stumble into and promises to be an
enjoyable day for all. Not to mention a nice way to start your 2023 year list!

o A z -

U6zhi  GdzZ 6R/ GZNAdG HG6U Zid ¢ih 114G 62ZNi1 NDdé& CANGG®

Only species withi n the county boundary can be counted

Species can be counted and recorded any time between 00:00 « 23:59 on Thursday 1% January 2023
Observers can record independently or in groups

No use of tape luring allowed

No stringing

All records/sightings to be submitted via BirdTrack or eBird by January 3 4 Alternatively records can be
sent by email to rdoan@lincstrust.co.uk if preferred.

ok whPE
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Bearded Vultur es in northwest Europe

A 2019 paper in British Birds (Mclnerney & Stoddart, 2019) discussed the status of birds in Europe originating from reintroduction
schemes and occurring as O6vagrantso6 in vari ous pe-Wwideagreementiomt r i
the status of wandering Bearded Vultures across Europe, including the two seen in the UK in 2016 and 2020, as being Category

E. This section is repeated verbatim from the BOU publication in Ibis:

fé evidence suggested that the Alps population was not self-sustaining, hence the record was not placed in Category C5, but
instead placed in Category E (https://bou.org.uk/

british-list/category-e-species/), an approach taken by all other countries in north-west Europe where vagrant Bearded Vultures
have been observed (Mclnerny & Stoddart 2019) apart from Norway which subsequently moved their single record from Category

D to Category E (Olsen 2021) o .

The record of Bearded Vulture at various locations in Lincolnshire in 2020 will thus not be part of the Lincolnshire List as it is
officially a Category E bird in this case.

References
Mclnerney, C. and Stoddart, A.(2019). Bearded Vulture in northwest Europe. British Birds 112: 26-34.

Mclnerney, C., Crochet, P-A., Dudley, S.P.(2022). Assessing vagrants from translocated populations and defining self-
sustaining populations of non-native, naturalized and translocated avian species. Ibis 164: 924-928.

Bearded Vulture at Cowbit 09/10/2022 © Steve Nesbhitt
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High hopes for major rewilding project in south of the county

Most birders have probably heard
of the Knepp Estate project - the
rewilding exercise that has not only
boosted declining birds such as
nightingale and turtle dove but
even prompted the return, after
many years' absence, of a pair of
nesting white storks to the Sussex
countryside.

Less well known is that a similar
project, albeit on a smaller scale,
has been launched in Lincolnshire
by a well-financed London
company called Nattergal.

On the Boothby Lodge estate, near Grantham, Nattergal is creating a new future for some 617 hectares
(1,524 acres) of farmland, primarily heavy clay, which up until recently has been 92 per cent arable, three
per cent grassland and three per cent woodland (cover for gamebird shoots), with two per

cent indeterminate. Since 1900, 45 per cent of trees and hedges have been lost.

At present, its biodiversity, past and present, is being monitored and recorded in readiness for what will be
fa staged retreat from agriculture” over the course of the next three years.

Thereafter, replacement habitats will be created, including ponds and restoration of parts of the River Glen
to provide a home for wetland plants, birds and other creatures.

Once established, large herbivores will be introduced in the hope that their activities, as at Knepp, will help
to hasten the recovery of nature to something what it was like before the First World War.

The ambitious Boothby Wildlands initiative was outlined in a fascinating presentation to the 2022 annual
conference of the Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership by a key member of its management team, Lizzy
Lemon, a former assistant warden for the Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust at Donna Nook.

In the Q&A session afterwards, Mike Harrison, of the Lincs Bird Club, estimated the purchase cost of the
land to have been between £10-million and £15-million. He queried what return, if any, Nattergal was
seeking on its investment.

Ms Lemon replied that revenue was expected to come chiefly from on-site shops and a cafe, plus grants
from Whitehall and carbon credits. Eco-tourism, including accommodation pods, is also part of the business
plan, but she intimated that her employers were not seeking a speedy return on their money.
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The project has generated great interest in the surrounding villages, and Ms Lemon described the
underlying community attitude as b e i Bugpicidusly positive".

She commented: "There have been quite a few rumours doing the rounds, but | can provide an assurance
that there are no plans for a solar panel farm - and nor has the
land been bought by composer-singer Ed Sheeran for the
purpose of staging pop concerts!"

For the record, Nattergal's directors are chief executive Neil Parry,
chairman Charlie Burrell (owner of Knepp Estate), Peter Davies
and Jeremy Leggett.

More information about the Boothby Wildlands project is at:
https://www.nattergal.co.uk

Inserted photos: from the online Savills sales brochure.

Photo: Lizzy Lemon - definitely no pop concerts!
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Former Lincs Birder Cracks New Zealand

Andy Sims, Phil Espin and Robert Carr have just got back -
. . "“——-"ﬁn.-‘_"
from 22 days birding in New Zealand. Although the trip was —— -

N6Z1 6NT NNh" Gzn" Chr at zhi n’ arv d
Birdfinders, the itinerary, logistics and guiding were -
TduiNhde Ch xdG édi NI RDE_G Nz
Wrybill Birding Tours. Wr  ybill was founded by former

qr DEENN Cidde Cracgdu T NE dy» | = NNd
Gdnz 6272 726 xdG édiNiINDE& 1N ¢ >":," ;':
accomplishments out there has been playing a key part in
the re - discovery of New Zealand Storm Petrel, an endemic S
seabird previously thought extinct and now on every —
visiting birders wish list.
NER ¢1 Nl TNE ¢ f Gdud CruciNDh Czee1da” Ci ¢l 1N 27 d €1 h

to catch up after a days pelagic seabirding knee deep in albatrosses  at Kaikoura and then again on Stewart Island
after crippling views of Southern Brown Kiwi.

T f  GdNEG T 1 G haddZirDhdG Z6 TN gqir NEG Cracdduad G 6 Gdndn
Zealand should you be planning a visit. For further detail s check out his website www.wrybill -tours.com . Sav can
be contacted by email on info@wrybill -tours.com .

Our trip which did around 5000 km covering North, South
and Stewart Island, recorded virtually all the endemics we
tried for, including all the endemic families (Kiwis, NZ
Parrots, NZ Wrens, NZ Bellbirds, Stitchbird and
Whiteheads), Oystercatchers, S tilts and Plovers, and a
massive range of seabirds including Albatrosses, Penguins,
Petrels, Diving Petrels, Storm -Petrels, Cormorants Skuas,
Terns. We were lucky to have a superb guide Dave Howes,
ZYd 7T 6Nedu 6H xé_ G T 1 hY dd202tud
By contrast our trip list was around 140. Apart from the
superb birding the tourism infrastructure is first rate,

quiet roads, well organised boat trips, comfortable motels,
tasty food and some great places to eat. The only problem

| found was the je t lag. A 13 hour time difference takes time
to cope with. If you go its worth allowing as much time as
you can, 22 days was only just enough. You may recollect
Andy had a severe leg break in January and you will be
pleased to hear he is now fully recovere d and he was not
held back in any way on some reasonably long and arduous
treks and climbs.
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White-capped Mollymawks, Northern
Giant Petrels, Cape Petrels &
Antipodean Wandering Albatross

New Zealand Storm-Petrel
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