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Welcome to the LBC eNewsletter 08 
Hi everyone, Ian Newton’s talk on 5 Jan was a great success, see Jim Wright’s report within.  The joint BTO/LBC 
conference at Whisby  is just over a week away now and  there are still a few spaces available (see details  below 
on how to book). The committee hopes to see as many of you there as possible for what should be a stimulating 
day.  

Richard Doan had a great start to the year finding a wintering Dusky Warbler near Huttoft Bank and shares his 
experience within, have you seen it? Just a vagrant or harbinger of a wintering range shift for another eastern 
warbler species? It’s still there on 15th January. 

Phil Espin   follow me on twitter @philespin 

 

AGM date correction: please note the date will be ​9th April​ at 
the ​Golf Hotel Woodhall Spa​ NOT the March date mentioned 
in eNewsletter 7. 
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Deadline for submission of 2018 records 
2018 year is well behind us and now is a good time to submit your records in our standard spreadsheet format if 
you can. No need if you’ve already  submitted through Bird Track, ebird etc. The draft 2017 Lincs Bird Club 
report is at the proof-reading stage but the treadmill continues…. Please note our advice concerning records 
submission which we circulated in Newsletter 06 -  the LBC Committee agreed at the October 2018 meeting to 
set a deadline  for record submission for preparation of the 2018 report as follows: 

Submission of 2018 sightings records by 1st June 2019 

Submission of rarity descriptions to LBRC BBRC: for those lucky enough to find a bird requiring a submission 
to either LBRC or to BBRC, please do this as soon as possible after the find. On-line submission is easy and 
quickly completed. 

We hope this will promote a speedier report write-up from now on. 

Phil Hyde (recorder_south@lincsbirdclub.co.uk) and John Clarkson (recorder_north@lincsbirdclub.co.uk) 

Joint RBBP and RSPB Survey of Willow Tits 2019 and 2020  
RBBP and RSPB are organising a survey of Willow Tits across their current and recently occupied range in 
England, Wales and south-west Scotland. Willow Tit is the second fastest declining species of bird in Britain 
(after the Turtle Dove) and in order to provide suitable conservation action we need to know more about their 
current status and habitat choice. The survey will take place from mid February to mid-April when Willow Tits 
are more vocal and easier to find. You can read more about this and how to take part on RBBP’s Willow Tit 
survey page. 

In 2017, the latest year for which we have information for Lincolnshire the picture is truly dire and a sneak 
preview of the bird report text reveals 

“After last years shocking evidence that two thirds of our breeding Willow Tits had gone in the last five years, 
down from 41 pairs in 2011 to an optimistic 16 in 2016, this year the picture has become even worse. There were 
two singing males and a probable female at Barton Pits, two singing males Laughton Forest, a male re-trapped at 
Donington-on-Bain  and single singing birds at Haverholme, near Sleaford, and at New Holland – a maximum of 
six possible breeding pairs. No singing from former LWT strongholds at Whisby Pits and Messingham SQ and 
only 6 sites with more than 2 birds recorded in the year... The world really does seem to be standing on its head 
when Peregrine Falcon is much commoner in Lincolnshire than Willow Tit” 

It is felt that Willow Tits may be in slighter better shape than this picture paints but we have no evidence to 
support that.  If you are interested In Willow Tits and especially if you live in an area that has held Willow Tits in 
the last 10 years please read the linked information and try out the survey technique yourself.  All reports 
gratefully received from this year, if possible through Bird Track or ebird,  and we plan to have a systematic 
survey of known sites in place for 2020.   
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Colour-ringing update 
Following his article on colour-ringing in the last Newsletter, Nige Lound has continued to note marked 
individuals at various locations. One fascinating recent record concerns a Hooded Crow at the Kirkby-on-Bain 
landfill site. This bird was seen to have a white colour ring (picture, below) when it flew, but views were brief and 
the inscription could not be read. The best guess at the moment is that this bird is most likely to have been 
ringed in Finland, Poland or Norway. Nige is hoping to get closer views in coming visits but if anyone can get any 
detail on the ring please share it with us. 

 

Corvids at Kirkby-on-Bain landfill site © Nigel Lound 
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Advert 

 

Wild Herzegovina - http://www.wild-herzegovina.com/ 

 

 

Spoon-billed Sandpiper! 
“Well, that’s Bird of the Trip sorted!” I can’t remember which one of us said it, but all twelve of us probably                                           
thought it. We were on the first day of a Rockjumper Thailand Highlights tour and had just made our first stop at                                           
the renowned saltpans at Pak Thale. In front of us were probably a thousand waders, mainly Lesser and Greater                                     
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