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Grantham Peregrines' Nesting Tray Returns, Jan 27th 2011   

 

 

Welcome to the Grantham Peregrine Blog 2011! The nesting tray has been returned to 

the tower of St Wulfram's Church, and it is hoped that the Peregr ines themselves will 

return soon.  

Peregrine's tail - Jan 31st   

 

Just letting us know that the birds are about - one of the birds tail can be seen in this 

image take on Jan 31st.  

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/01/grantham-peregrines-nesting-tray.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/01/peregrines-tail-jan-31st.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_2wvP2GmlEaA/TUGARE4X6uI/AAAAAAAADiQ/c-FZ6GrdHRA/s1600/peg_tray.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_2wvP2GmlEaA/TUa5Q9hIBrI/AAAAAAAADjM/t2OmYTnAuHQ/s1600/peg_tail.jpg
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9th March   

 

Following a period of some technical difficulties, we are now back on -line with the 

webcam, thanks to Andrew's technical expertise this morning. Hi s reward was the first 

person to see the female sizing up the nesting tray.  

22nd March 2011   

 

 

A picture captured by Jason Fathers from Wildlife WIndows on the 22nd March 2011  

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/03/9th-march.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/03/22nd-march-2011.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-6I3TJ00jziQ/TXdwi4AHtuI/AAAAAAAAACM/KawVe_pXesU/s1600/peg%2Bon%2Btray.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-W6zSTGJFTtU/TYsRp4_m4MI/AAAAAAAADlw/VrA2U9kp1Vo/s1600/peg_cam_22_03_2011.jpg
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25th March 2011   

 

The female is spending some time on the  tray each day - especially around the middle 

part of the day. From her behaviour we hopefully may get the first egg early next 

week........ fingers crossed!  

26th March 2011   

 

 

The female roosted in the nesting tray overnight on the 26th March 2011.  

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/03/25th-march-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/03/26th-march-2011.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-NTt_7HIOHPs/TYyiRf1MlLI/AAAAAAAAACU/uYdwablYkSI/s1600/peg1.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Yucwri-D2gU/TY5QaJdVPmI/AAAAAAAADl4/d9SolDuPlkA/s1600/peg_nightroost.jpg
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30th March 2011 - 1st Egg  

 

 

We think the first egg was laid on the 30th March 2011. It was first spotted by Bob 

prior to 7am, and we know the tray was empty at 23:00 on 29th. If any insomniacs out 

there have a more accurate time, please let us know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/03/30th-april-2011-1st-egg.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-7pNCwMttpxw/TZLYgRV-oGI/AAAAAAAADmY/VG8FbMgAXIk/s1600/egg_1.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-mZSTQrCMBwA/TZLUv59XFqI/AAAAAAAADmA/yxxJXU-nfRY/s1600/pegcam_egg_30thApril.jpg
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30th March 2011   

 

It is normal for the female to leave the egg(s) at this early stage. She may be away for 

an hour or two. Rest assured that she will cover the clutch during rain showers. Should 

a corvid be foolish enough to get too close there will be a swift return to safeguard 

her eggs. 

Eggs are laid at 2 to 3 day intervals. In fact it can be as accurate as every 57 hours!  

This would mean the second egg arriving between 9am and 4pm on Friday. We will 

have to wait and see. These girls have a mind of their own so she could be later than 

this!  

1st April 2011   

 

It's well past the 57 hours and we still only have one egg!  

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/03/30th-march-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/04/1st-april-2011.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-zmKXCNN3L60/TZOO-9J9UeI/AAAAAAAAAC8/tSFo0Cdm0us/s1600/30-03%2B%2B4.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-IiOxkgdHrgI/TZX9m2Py8QI/AAAAAAAAADE/H9_NQZLbpU0/s1600/04-01-%25285%2529.jpg
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As I said previously, these girls have a mind of their own!  

Surely egg 2 will be this evening?  

2nd April 2011   

 

 

The 2nd egg arrived at 28 minutes past midnight on Saturday morning (2nd April), 

during a very windy night at St Wulframõs Church. 

 

 

 

Video still showing a single egg at 00:25hrs on 2nd April 2011 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/04/2nd-april-2011.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-HJQJzOEI4Lg/TZbWGbHu_PI/AAAAAAAADm4/f7-2N1JWrCI/s1600/peg_2egg.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Wd9g37ElL3c/TZbVBk9f6qI/AAAAAAAADmo/cJXejnZ0gbc/s1600/peg_25min_web.jpg
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Video still showing TWO eggs at 00:28hrs on 2nd April 2011 

4th April 2011   

 

At 1930 hrs we could see that the third egg had been laid. In fact we found out later 

that it was laid by 1520 t oday. Susan Yates in Lancashire spotted this when the female 

briefly left the eggs at that time. Well done Susan!  

 

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/04/4th-april-2011.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-9bUsXNMFquE/TZbVRzkXlUI/AAAAAAAADmw/zGMcmBbuvc8/s1600/peg_28min_web.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-gud3C5fY_g4/TZoPtqlkEjI/AAAAAAAAADM/uwSXJAULkPw/s1600/04-04%2B%25282%2529.jpg
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4th April 2011   

 

 

The proud mother with her 3 eggs (see her head just in the bottom left of this video 

still at 1931hrs).  

 

 

 

The female is moving the eggs at this point to get herself comfortable for the night.  

 

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/04/proud-mother-with-her-3-eggs-see-her.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-r33TX0ueUfM/TZopSouOHDI/AAAAAAAADnI/FsCVEdp05RU/s1600/peg_egg_3.PNG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-M3uixjP_oC8/TZopLhoKrjI/AAAAAAAADnA/4ce6PkO3Lys/s1600/peg_egg_2.PNG
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Live Images on NEW television supplied by Belton Garden Centre   

 

 

The handing over of the new television, supplied by Belton Garden Centre to show live 

images of the St Wulfram's Church Peregrines ð 6th April 2011. From left to right - 

Andrew Chick (Lincs Bird Club), Will Dean (Belton Garden Centre), Mrs Peregrine (TV 

Star), Val York (Churchwarden, St Wulfram's). The church is open and the television is 

showing live images. The coffee shop sells great cakes!  

Friday 8th April 2011   

 

It was nice to wake up this morning and see four eggs at half past seven. The fourth 

would have been laid much earlier than this. Did anyone see it?   

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/04/live-images-on-new-television-supplied.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/04/8th-april-2011.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-TZBWoNriqd4/TZ1unnbNu8I/AAAAAAAADnY/1I_HZj_dH0w/s1600/peg_TV.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-p6jWVwXL3Tg/TZ6tQ7Y8VkI/AAAAAAAAADU/zy9CGirAF9M/s1600/04-08-11%2B%25281%2529.jpg
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Sunday 10th April 2011   

 

The female is now sitting on a full clutch of 4 eggs. There will be very little 

excitement now until about the beginning of the second week of May when the chicks 

should hatch.  

She will be fed by the male during incubation a nd he will occasionally take a turn at 

sitting the eggs whilst she has a fly round.  

Freddy Johnson visit on 9th April 2011   

Thank's to Freddy Johnson for this report:  

 

I visited St. Wulfram's Church, Grantham for nearly 2 hours today (Sat 9th April - 12.15 

-2.00pm.) Having parked in the nearby Watergate Car Park, I initially scanned the 

South-facing side of the Church and immediately spot ted the male Peregrine perched 

at the end of the nesting ledge 'parapet', about 15 -20 feet from the nesting tray area. 

He remained in that general area for the whole of my visit.  

 

Inside the Church, the female could initially be seen on the screen to be si tting tight 

on her eggs. She later changed position close above the nest from time to time and I 

could catch glimpses of the eggs. She remained almost motionless for some periods, 

except for snapping at the occasional persistent bluebottle. On other occasi ons, she 

stared intently straight into the camera lens and it felt quite surreal to have this 

magnificent predator fixing me with a steely glare, seemingly only 2 or 3 feet away. As 

Andrew indicated in his post, the (Sharp) widescreen TV gives pictures of great clarity 

and definition.  

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/04/sunday-10th-april-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/04/freddy-johnson-visit-on-9th-april-2011.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-4RUFDV_QA5g/TaGbo87aBZI/AAAAAAAAADc/qLLBnYJhyTM/s1600/04-10-11%2B%25281%2529.jpg
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There were no birders around during my visit but plenty of people stopped for a chat 

both inside and outside the Church, including the Assistant Priest, the Reverend June..  

 

The Coffee Shop inside the Church is a great boon for a relaxing snack with a good 

selection of cakes including a delicious Coffee Cream cake topped with 

Walnuts.(opening hours : 10.00 - 4.00pm on Wed, Thu, Fri and 10.00 - 1.00pm Sat.)  

 

A very pleasant and interesting visit - highly recommended. Many thanks to all the 

organisers.  

 

Freddy 

15th April 2011 - The male and female peregrines   

On the 15th April at approx 1100hrs the male peregrine was observed to be t aking a 

turn at incubation. Looking at the two pictures below it is clearly possible to see the 

size difference between the two birds. At 1120hrs, we were able to video the birds 

swapping incubation duties.  

 

 

 

The male bird in the nest tray at 1121hrs on 15th April 2011  

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/04/video-from-15th-april-2011-showing-male.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-JRN_Qa5HMFw/TaglFVL392I/AAAAAAAADoI/xO8cIiC_G6A/s1600/video_male.jpg
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The female bird in the nest tray  at 1159hrs on 15th April 2011 

Video from the 15th April 2011 showing the male and female switching over incubation 

duties.  

4th May 2011   

 

The long wait is almost over......  

 

 

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/4th-may-2011.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-mwhD7aWi7b8/TaglTXSxZ8I/AAAAAAAADoQ/sF2bCLoToLo/s1600/video_female.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-dwvKBd1fm98/TcE_e_X4TJI/AAAAAAAADog/2TQXHb-EQGQ/s1600/ped_4thMay.bmp
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4th May 2011   

 

Yes,the waiting is nearly over! At 1414 today there was a changeover of incubation 

duties and the four eggs seem to have survived intact. In a few days time we should 

have the first chicks. Then the excitement begins after w hat has been a very quiet 

month.  

8th May 2011   

 

The great news is that the female has a chick! At 2pm today Sue, one of our many out -

of-county observers, reported an eggshell and she confirmed thi s at 1715. Derek from 

our peregrine team also saw the chick when the adult moved.  

Well spotted you two and thanks for reporting it so swiftly.  

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/4th-may-2011_04.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/8th-may-2011.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-oLGcS1qymZ0/TcGwJGDxJhI/AAAAAAAAADk/gdMmk1_cPHs/s1600/05-04-11.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-TaRiloVGkA4/TcbWx0Cu43I/AAAAAAAAADs/dF8ide3lvC0/s1600/08-05-11.jpg
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9th May 2011   

 

This is the first photo of the new chick. It's only a record shot. There will be better 

ones later.  

9th May 2011   

 

 

 

We have two chicks! This morning they were seen on the big screen at the Church by 

eagle -eyed Lynda. The falcon was feeding the chicks at the tim e.  

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/9th-may-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/9th-may-2011_09.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/--llS0my_hFY/TceLiyAo_RI/AAAAAAAAAD0/-Y2HgXq7YoE/s1600/09-05-11.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-mPVaGOQ6Zfs/Tcf0mmdvzxI/AAAAAAAADoo/CahY9qrH6oA/s1600/peg_chick.jpg
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10th May 2011   

 

Just after 4pm the female left the tray for two minutes and , as the snapshot shows, 

there seems to be two chicks and one egg. I can't see the other egg so I guess it is 

behind the chicks.  

11th May 2011   

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/10th-may-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/11th-may-2011.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0RW73cN0hu4/TclW6vltvGI/AAAAAAAAAD8/qIHl3hDdiKQ/s1600/b%2Bb.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-fz5dox6Q8Ls/TcpsjPfkTvI/AAAAAAAAAEM/XRZ3wMg36XM/s1600/dk.jpg
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Just before 12 noon today there was a fe ed and three chicks and an egg were in view!  

After everyone had their share the carcass was dragged away and the female returned 

to brood them.  

14th May 2011   

 

At 0740 this morning the female was briefly off the tray and I could see that the fourth 

egg had failed to hatch. So we have three chicks. Let's hope all goes well and our pair 

can fledge all three!  

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/14th-may-2011.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-7GgESTp_vGQ/Tcpsi1weyNI/AAAAAAAAAEE/XNQBLlnOYEM/s1600/dj.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-F6jREE8gduI/Tc4k76BoKVI/AAAAAAAAAEU/scZd-4FL-ns/s1600/rs1.jpg
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15th May 2011   

 

Nature red in tooth and claw!  

At 3pm the  chicks had obviously fed well!  

15th May 2011   

 

At half past eight tonight the falcon was very busy preening. Her time as chief 

incubator and guardian of the chicks will soon give way to being joint provider of the 

food, so her feathers must be in pristine condition.  

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/15th-may-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/15th-may-2011_15.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-txc1L2nr2Sw/Tc_gaTODmtI/AAAAAAAAAEc/V_Wd43Gh5Wo/s1600/rs10.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-0LeImCN6cmw/TdAtNCfJieI/AAAAAAAAAEk/tXELEO72PQA/s1600/bob14.jpg
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16th May 2011   

 

At 07-45 this morning I switched on and saw two adult females feeding the chicks! The 

plumage colour difference was very obvious when they were side by side but the large 

size tells us they are both females. The bird furthest from the camera is our regular 

mother, ringed as a chick in Lancashire  in 2006. The one nearest the camera is 

possibly a chick from two years ago that is "helping out" with the feeding. This is our 

best guess so far but it does seem unusual!  

19th May 2011   

 

 

The chicks were sunning themselves at midday today after they had been fed.  

It's amazing how mobile they have become in such a short time. The eldest chick is 

only 11 days old. 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/16th-may-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/19th-may-2011.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-VAtic4Is-PA/TdDLDK3FUcI/AAAAAAAAAEs/pJaTBjzCJgE/s1600/rs14.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-HVam5YSFYbI/TdU3milcs_I/AAAAAAAAAFQ/kYSjJNO2apo/s1600/bob%2B26.jpg
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The remaining egg will be removed when the  chicks are ringed under licence next 

week. If it is still intact and not dehydrated, it will be sent to the Centre for 

Hydrology and Ecology for analysis. The centre learns a lot about the chemical state of 

unhatched eggs and this can give early warning of problems with pesticides in the food 

chain and other important issues.  

20th May 2011   

 

Sometimes when I click on the peg cam , I wonder just who is watching who !  

21st May 2011   

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/20th-may-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/21st-may-2011.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-pJoM725-2lw/TdaVg2RCTvI/AAAAAAAAAFY/p5lDylORiEY/s1600/bob90.jpg
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What a difference the time of day makes!  

In the morning the female was covering the chicks to keep them warm in the early 

morning chill.  

In the afternoon she left them alone them to flop in the bright sunshine.  

27th May - nest visit   

A quick nest visit was made 

today in order to ring the chicks. The chicks weighed 705, 685 and 610 gms, suggestin g 

that all three are females. Whilst the chicks were being measured, ringed and fitted 

with individually identifiable colour rings (orange with two letters), the remains of 

prey items were collected for identification. The unhatched egg was also removed an d 

will be sent off for analysis.  

The chicks seem pretty healthy and are now starting to grow their wing and tail 

feathers and they will develop rapidly in the next week or so. They will also become 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/27th-may-nest-visit.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-q0pTYRvwZSY/Tde0gz99GJI/AAAAAAAAAFo/bxqpd4JAXL4/s1600/20-05%2B%25282%2529.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-OuruBiMMhc8/TeKf2QSITZI/AAAAAAAAACc/zv2xO3fo9wE/s1600/peg%2Bchicks.jpg
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more mobile and in a few days will wander off the nest tr ay (and out of camera view), 

but they are likely to return to the tray from time to time  

31st May 2011   

 

The chicks seem to have grown very quickly over the bank holiday weekend. They will 

soon be exploring the area outside the tray.  

31st May 2011   

 

It didn't take this adventurous chick very long to find her way out of the tray!  

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/31st-may-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/05/31st-may-2011_31.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-32--AkNwCKA/TeS1ar7Z6EI/AAAAAAAAAF4/jFefsFsq-qc/s1600/31-05-11%2B1.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-NFO9-NVA-qs/TeVWIQqH94I/AAAAAAAAAGA/q2scpvoi8-0/s1600/31-05-11%2Bchick%2Bout.jpg
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3rd June 2011   

 

It has been a hot day and the chicks are taking advantage of the sheet of plywood we 

fixed to the south end of the nest tray to provide shade.  

4th June 2011   

 

The chicks are starting to change into darker plumage and are getting quite 

adventurous. 

 

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/06/3rd-june-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/06/4th-june-2011.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-PBQsdV-Xh0Q/TekgtD_PsUI/AAAAAAAAAGU/u_EtGubYkvk/s1600/03-06-11%2B6.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-uJzOJs3OO-c/Teogx8duziI/AAAAAAAAAGs/jqyt5-LyU-g/s1600/04-06-11%2B1.jpg
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6th June 2011   

 

Two of the youngsters have more clearly developed feathers today. However, all three 

are in excellent condition. Experienced parents produce good, healthy chicks!  

7th June 2011   

 

I haven't seen the adults feeding for a few days. They don't need to visit so often now. 

A pigeon carcass can provide a good feed for all. So I was pleased to see the female 

busy today at lunchtime.  

 

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/06/6th-june-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/06/7th-june-2011.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-VJ0xiXsdE-w/Tez8y7UT_QI/AAAAAAAAAHM/L16EvSwD88A/s1600/plumage.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ACUYoWvGpuI/Te4BZebWSOI/AAAAAAAAAHc/u8bOPQr6uag/s1600/best%2Bshot%2B07-06.jpg
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10th June 2011   

 

The chicks have grown very quickly over the past week. Unfortunately they are now 

quite mobile and spend most of the time away from the nest tray and out of view of 

our camera. However, mid afternoon today, I noted that two were back in the tray 

(sheltering from the rain) and I was able to grab the image above. They now look 

vir tually fully feathered.  

17th June 2011   

The Peregrine chick's have now left the nest tray. To see the birds live, please visit St 

Wulfram's Church, Grantham. 

Wednesday 22nd June 2011   

It would appear that all three chicks are doing well and one took it's first tentative 

short flights yesterday afternoon. Today one adventurous youngster made it to an 

adjacent house rooftop - hopefully it will make it's way back onto the church. Now is a 

good time to see them at the church, as they spend most of the time perched up on 

the parapet wall and can be seen from the church grounds below.  

 

http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/06/10th-june-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/06/17th-june-2011.html
http://pegcam.blogspot.com/2011/06/wednesday-22nd-june-2011.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ziTsq4sdcBE/TfItoKjKMAI/AAAAAAAAACo/waqV8_mg9HE/s1600/pegs-10-06.jpg

